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Miss,  partnership  missions  spotlighted 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


Hurricane  Mitch. 

“In  many 
(houses),  as  we 
>i  Baptists,  along  with  Baptists  drove  the  last 
ras,  Maryland /Delaware,  and  nails  the  people 

were  moving 

Archie 

Crawford  said. 

Virginia 
Crawford 
thanked  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists  for 


Mississi 

from  Hone  .  ,  .  _ _ 

Ukraine,  gathered  Nov.  12-13  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  to  celebrate  a  year  of  part-  in 
nership  mission  work  and  to  prepare  for 
the  future. 

Reports  and  testimonies  of  the  work  car¬ 
ried  on  by  Baptists  in  the  three  partnerships 
were  deliv  ered.  Plans  for  next  year's  mission 
opportunities  were  discussed  and  training  being  part  of 
offered  for  those  interested  in  participating.  how  God  met  the 

Thomas  and  June  Nolen  of  Mantee,  on-site  needs  of  the  peo- 
coordinators  for  the  Ukrainian  partnership,  pie  so  deeply 
asked  that  Mississippi  pray  that  they  “stay  affected  b\  the 
focused  on  God  ana  nisplan  for  Odessa."  hurricane. 

Tlie  Nolens  went  to  Ukraine  in  February  Paul  Harrell, 
to  serve  as  International  Service  Corps  vol-  director  of  the 
urvteers  for  the  Southern  Baptist  International  Mississippi  Bap- 
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4-  •  •  her.  Her 

*  name  is 

Sonya,  and  she  started  crying.  She  said. 
Tee  never  owned  a  Bible.' 

Later  Sonya  told  June  Nolen  that  she 
washes  her  hands  every  time  before  she 
picks  up  her  Bible  to  read  it. 

.."Goa  is  very  much  at  work  in  Ukraine," 
Nolen  said. 

Ken  Cavey,  director  of  the  partnership 
work  for  Maryland  /Delaware  Baptists, 
reminded  Mississippi  Baptists  that  "our 
work  is  great." 

"You  can  minister  at  a  Head  Start,  or  in 
a  community  where  the  cheapest  house 
cost  $800,000,"  he  said. 

"We  are  grateful  that  at  such  a  strategic 
time  Mississippi  Baptists  have  come  to  join 
us. -'In  Baltimore  city,  there  are  more  than 
875,000  people,  98%  of  whom  have  never 
darkened  the  door  of  a  church,"  Cavey  said. 

Archie  and  Virginia  Crawford,  fieldside 
coerdinators  for  tne  La  Ceibia,  Honduras, 
partnership,  said  thus  far  128  homes  have 
been  built  in  the  area  devastated  by 


Ukraine  partnership  projects  for  2000 

Date  Purpose  Date  Purpose 


What's  in  the 
Record 


March  24-April  4  New  church  start  Aug.  4-1 5  Women's  Conf. 

April  7-1 8  New  church  start  Aug.  1 8-27  Construction 

April  21 -May  2  New  church  start  Sept.  1-12  New  church  start 

May  19-30  New  church  start  Sept.  15-26  New  church  start 

June  2-1 3  New  church  start  Sept.  29-Oct.  10  New  church  start 

June  1 6-25  Construction  Oct.  1 3-22  Medical/dental  team 

July  7-1 6  Pastor's  conf.  To  be  announced  3  professors  to  teach 

July  14-July  25  New  church  start  at  Odessa  Seminary 

July  14-Aug.  13  Children's  camps  To  be  announced  Prayer  walk  to 

July  28-Aug.  6  Vacation  Bible  School  Crimea 

For  more  information  on  partnership  mission  opportunities,  contact  Paul  Harrell, 
director  of  the  MBCB  Partnership  Missions  Department,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone  (601)  292-2398,  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 
E-mail:  pharrell@mbcb.org 


Texans  affirm  '63  BF&M 


Church  sees  1 75  years 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Sunday  School  lessons 


The  importance  of  discipleship 


f io  forgets  history  is  doomed  to  repeat 
it.  —  attributed  to  George  Santayana 
(1863-1952),  American  philosopher, 
and  essayist. 


whence  we  came?  On 
what  can  we  base  our 
future,  if  not  the  hard- 
learned  lessons  of  our 
ancestors? 

Then  the  thought 
occurred  to  me:  Are 
we  as  dangerously 
ignorant  of  our 
Christian  heritage  as 
we  are  our  American 
heritage?  I  was  afraid 
1  already  knew  the 
answer,  but  1  decided 
to  see  for  myself. 

The  shopping  mall 
on  that  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing  was  a  treasure  trove 
of  diversity  — -  people 
of  all  shapes,  sizes,  and 
colors.  It  wasn't  hard  to 
strike  up  a  conversation 
with  many  of  them. 

“What  is  the 
'Greatest  Command¬ 
ment'  and  who  made 
it?"  1  asked.  Puzzle¬ 
ment  was  the  response 
from  most  people. 
"What  about  the  Great 
Commission?"  1  con¬ 
tinued.  There  were 
few  correct  answers. 

Concerned  that  my 
questions  may  have 


OUR  CHURCH  IS  GRAPPLING 
WITH  THE  GREAT  ISSUES  OF 
THE  PAY —  MORALITY  IN 
LEAPERSHip,  SANCTITY  OF  LIFE 
ANP  WHERE  TO  PUT  THE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  IN  THE  OEPEfi 
OF  WORSHIP.  ♦ 


Editor's 

Notebook 


The  results  were  astonishing. 
Answers  to  the  question,  "Who 
attacked  Pearl  Harbor?"  included 
"China,"  and  "I  don't  have  any 
idea,"  —  the  most  prevalent 
answer.  Most  could  not  even  associ¬ 
ate  the  pivotal  1941  event  with  the 
specific  war  into  which  the  countrv 
was  propelled. 

Struggling  for  an  even  simpler 
historical  question  on  which  to  base 
his  story,  the  reporter  asked,  "Who 
is  the  father  of  our  country?" 
Americans  know  enough  to  know 
who  is  considered  the  father  of  their 
country,  right? 

What  the  reporter  got  in  return  to 
that  question  were  a  host  of  blank 
stares  and  a  few  wild  guesses  (all 
wrong)  usually  followed  by  giggles. 

The  reporter  apparently  began  to  realize 
he  was  on  to  something,  so  he  pressed, 
"What  is  the  beginning  portion  of  the 
Constitution  called?"  One  interviewee 
answered,  "The  Declaration  of 
Independence,"  and  most  of  the  others 
shook  their  heads  in  befuddlement. 

While  the  possibility  remains  that  the 
reporter  snipped  together  the  most  outra¬ 
geous  clips  in  order  to  make  an  interesting 
report,  it  is  profoundly  troubling  that  any¬ 
one  failed  to  correctly  answer  three  of  the 
most  basic  questions  in  American  history. 

Even  more  troubling  was  the  observa¬ 
tion  that  as  the  age  of  the  interviewees 
grew  younger,  so  did  their  ignorance  of  our 
history.  How  can  the  leaders  of  tomorrow 
avoid  the  pitfalls  of  the  past,  if  they  don't 
have  an  fundamental  understanding  of 
what  has  gone  before?  How  can  we  discern 
where  were  going,  if  we  don't  know  from 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


EDITOR 
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been  too  theological,  I 

decided  to  ease  up  a  fVA'  FCw”" 

little  bit.  "Who  was 

Noah?"  I  asked. 

Surely  everyone  would  know  the  answer 
to  this  cream  puff,  I  reasoned,  seeing  as  how 
the  mini-series  (however  inaccurate)  was 
just  broadcast  on  network  television. 

More  than  a  few  people  missed,  includ¬ 
ing  the  college  student  who  asked,  "What's 
his  last  name?" 

If  there  was  any  reassurance  to  be  found 
in  this  decidedly  unreassuring  exercise,  it 
was  that  most  of  the  correct  answers  came 
from  people  who  professed  to  be  Baptists. 

Even  among  Baptists,  however,  there 
was  a  disconcertingly  high  proportion  of 
wrong  answers  or  no  answers  at  all. 

Somewhere  in  the  process,  we  are  failing 
in  our  responsibilities  to  make  Americans 
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into  citizens  and  —  more  importantly  —  to 
mold  lost  people  into  disciples  of  CHrist. 

Of  course  it  is  important  to  bring  people 
to  the  baptismal  pool,  but  it  is  also  impor¬ 
tant  to  help  new  believers  grasp  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  their  inheritance  and  show 
them  how  to  walk  every  day  with  the 
Savior.  That  takes  time  and  effort,  and 
that's  what  discipleship  is  all  about. 

Get  involved  right  away  in  your 
church's  discipleship  program.  Help  new 
believers  (ana  the  "old"  ones,  too)  under¬ 
stand  that  every  day  with  Jesus  is  sweeter 
than  the  day  before. 

The  importance  of  doing  so  cannot  be 
overstated.  Time  is  ticking  away. 

Who  forgets  history... 
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I  can't  bear  this.  I  give  myself  to 
you."  Do  you  know  what  hap¬ 
pened?  Lightning?  Thunder? 
Wonderful  feelings?  Wrong  — 
nothing  happened! 

Have  you  everlelt  like  that? 
Relax.  You  are  in  good  compa¬ 
ny.  Most  of  us  have  at  one  time 
or  another  walked  this  same 
road.  1  want  to  offer  you  hope 
as  I  conclude. 

The  burden  did  not  go  away. 
It  was  still  there.  Pressing. 
Demanding.  Hurting.  Hinder¬ 
ing.  Even  growing.  T hen  some¬ 
where  along  my  journey,  I  real¬ 
ized  even  though  the  burden 
was  still  there,  the  bitterness 
was  gone.  The  scars  were  pre¬ 
sent  but  the  hurt  disappeared. 
The  memory  was  present  but 
the  grief  was  gone.  The  weight 
was  there  but  the  heaviness 
vanished. 

Somehow,  sometime,  in  his 
own  time  and  his  own  way, 
Jesus  had  slipped  beneath  the 
burden  and  lifted  the  weight. 

Mixon  is  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 


Guest  Opinion 


and  he  shall  sustain  thee 
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Lord,  where  can 
I  lay  this  burden? 

By  Jerry  Mixon,  pastor 
Rocky  Creek  Church,  Lucedale 


This  is  too  heavy  for  me.  I 
wish  someone  would  come  to 
help.  This  looks  like  a  good 
place  to  lav  it.  I'll  just  put  it 
over  here.  Really.  No  one  needs 
to  see  this  burden.  That  is  a 
good  place.  1  hate  to  know 
what  others  would  think  if  thev 
knew  1  carried  this  around  with 
me.  I  have  wanted  to  discard  it 
many  times.  1  really  have  tried 
but  somehow  it  creeps  back 
into  my  life.  Once  I  wrote  it  on 
a  sheet  of  paper  and  burned  it. 
Finished.  Over.  Done.  Wrong!  It 
reappeared  bigger  than  ever. 
Now,  the  burden  was  even 
more  depressing,  because  1 
knew  I  could  not  rid  myself  of 
it,  and  heavier,  because  I  had 
carried  it  longer. 

I  have  stood  with  others  to 
testify  that  God  can  help  us  in 
every  situation.  The  reality  was 
that  even  though  I  knew  it  was 
biblical,  1  could  not  find  a  way 
to  do  it  practically.  In  other 
words,  I  could  tell  others  what 
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to  do  with  their  burdens  but  I  weight.  I  was  like  a  man  with 
could  not  handle  my  own.  billows  of  sea  waves  crashing 

Other  preachers  told  me  to  over  me.  The  sky  was  lowering 
give  it  to  God.  Well,  I  did  but  it  and  I  was  crushed  beneath  the 
seemed  that  God  did  not  want  foamy  sea  of  despair, 
it  either.  (Yes,  I  know  better,  but  I  often  felt  like  the  man  who 
that  is  the  way  it  seemed.)  tried  to  throw  his  old 

I  remember  once  on  a  retreat  boomerang  away.  Each  time  he 
all  of  us  nailed  our  burdens  to  a  tried,  it  came  back, 
little  wooden  cross.  The  cross  One  day  as  I  was  standing 
was  then  placed  in  a  large  fire  alone  beneath  this  black  lower- 
and  the  leader  said,  "God  ing  sky,  breaking  beneath  this 
burned  up  our  sins  and  bur-  burden,  1  realized  God  was  not 
dens."  That  was  good  news  to  going  to  remove  the  burden 
me.  Surely,  1  thought  this  will  do  and  I  was  unable  to  lay  it  down, 
it.  However,  later  that  night  just  There  was  only  one  thing  left  to 
before  I  closed  my  eyes  in  sleep,  do:  I  was  give  out  so  I  might  as 
Mr.  Burden  walked  back  into  well  give  up! 
my  mind  and  I  sunk  beneath  the  I  cried  out  to  God,  "I  give  up. 
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Life  Way  mission  trip  yields  15,082  converts 


NASHVILLE,  Term. 
(BP)  —  In  the  third  annu¬ 
al  mission  trip  to  Kenya 
sponsored  by  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  15,082  per¬ 
sons  made  professions  of 
faith  and  46  churches 
were  started. 

A  total  of  86  LifeWay 
employees,  spouses, 
teenagers,  retirees,  and 
26  others  from  10  church¬ 
es  made  up  the  mission 
team  vvhicn  traveled  in 
three  waves  in  October. 
A  six-person  teaching 
team  left  Oct.  1,  spent 
several  days  leading  con¬ 
ferences  for  pastors  and 
church  leaders  and  then 
joined  35  people  making 
up  the  first  evangelistic 
team  who  left  Oct.  6, 
returning  Oct.  19.  The 
second  evangelistic  team 
of  39  left  Nashville  Oct. 
18,  returning  on  Oct.  31. 

For  the  tnird  consecu¬ 
tive  year,  LifeWay  mis¬ 
sionaries  shared  their 
faith  in  the  Busia  region 
of  western  Kenva  near 


Ithe  highlight  of  my  way  through  cornfields 
the  trip  was  "to  with  only  mv  interpreter  in 
see  the  joy  and  view.  I  walked  up  hills, 
boldness  of  the  through  a  stream  and  from  hut 
Kenyan  to  hut.  I  clapped  my  hands  in 
Christians."  worship  until  they  hurt  and 

Jim  Shull,  find  myself  even  now  hum- 
director  of  ming  their  sweet  choruses.  1 

Life  Way's  corpo-  watched  with  amazement  as 
llpgglrate  services  the  Holy  Spirit  worked  in 
department,  said  wavs  too  marvelous  for  human 
t  w  he  realized  I  eyes  to  see  and  understand. 

■  waited  too  long  And  I  am  the  richer  for  it." 

.  to  ttlls0  m>'  first  In  the  three  years  of  LifeWay 

-  mission  trip."  He  mission  trips  to  Kenva,  22,319 

•  i  Jsaw  firsthand  people  have  made  professions 
*  jB  fhnt  "the  Kenyan  of  faith  and  77  churches  have 
9#  u  pfg  Baptists  are  doing  been  started.  Plans  are  now  in 
S°  muc^  "  't'1  s°  process  to  start  a  Bible  school  in 
little'  and  we  are  the  Busia  area  to  train  pastors 

B  doing  so  little  to  serve  many  of  the  new 

with  so  much."  churches. 

Sharon  Carter  said  one  purpose  of 

Roberts,  of  the  the  mission  trips,  in  addition  to 
Sundav  School 

department,  said  ^ 

she  benefited  in 
her  first  interna- 

tional  mission  f  ^ 

trip  by  "being  A 

stretched,  and  for 

God  to  do  the 

stretching.  The 

trip  was  not  easy 

but  it  was  leading  people  to  accept  Christ 
extremely  as  their  Savior,  is  to  increase 
rewarding."  Also,  employee  awareness  of  mission 
t)  and  jerry  s^e  sa>u  after  needs  and  opportunities, 
ssee  Baptist  gaining  confi-  "You  can't  go  on  a  mission 
enyans  who  dence  in  sharing  trip  and  come  back  the  same," 
Iren  look  on  her  faith  in  Kenya  Carter  said.  "I'm  proud  of  our 
Yarber)  she  recognizes  employees.  They  could  not 

- - -  "the  challenge  is  have  done  a  better  job." 

to  do  the  same  with  people  I 
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will  see  again  and  who  may  be 
less  responsive  than  the 
Kenyans/ 

In  an  article  in  the  LifeWay 
employee  newsletter, 

LifeLines,  J.J.  Goldman,  church 
stewardship  services  section, 
described  being  stopped  bv  a 
man  in  a  village  marketplace 
who  had  seen  her  hurrying  by 
and  asked  if  she  had  time  to 
tell  him  about  Jesus. 

"1  wish  you  could  have  seen 
the  light  in  his  tired  brown  eyes 
as  he  acknowledged  faith  in 
Christ, 2 .Goldman  wrote.  "1  left 
him  in  tears,  promising-that  we 
would  meet  again  in  heaven." 

Concluding  her  account, 
she  wrote:  "In  faith,  I  picked 


Global  Priority  Churches  at  500 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP) 


Tire  count  is  in,  and  500  of 
Southern  Baptists'  more  than  40,000  churches  across  the  coun¬ 
try  have  officially  become  Global  Priority  Churches.  The 
Global  Priority  Church  (CPC)  network,  launched  by  the 
International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  in  1998,  encourages  church¬ 
es  to  develop  God's  heart  for  the  nations  and  step  up  global 
outreach  ministries. 

"We've  recognized  through  the  years  that  we  needed  some 
way  to  recognize  and  affirm  churches  thaLarerserious  about 
missions  and  want  to  become  better  equipped  and  personally 
involved.  In  the  past  few  years,  we've  seen  a  great  increase  in 
churches  wanting  to  personalize  missions  —  to  know  mission¬ 
aries  by  name,  to  pray  for  them,  to  adopt  them,  to  have  mis¬ 
sions  emphases,  and  events,"  said  Bill  Morgan,  who  directs  the 
Global  Priority  Church  emphasis. 

A  Global  Priority  Church  meets  (or  is  in  the  process  x»f  meet¬ 
ing)  the  following  eight  criteria: 

♦  Prioritizes  missions  as  a  major  thrust  and  provides  staff 
leadership. 

♦  Prays  for  missionaries  and  the  unreached  world. 

♦  Provides  missions  education,  information,  events,  and 
displays. 

♦  Promotes  growing  missions  giving. 

♦  Produces  the  missionaries  for  now  and  tomorrow. 

♦  Participates  in  short-term  missions  projects. 

♦  Partners  in  missions  by  adopting  unreached  people 

groups.  > 

♦  Personalizes  missions  by  adopting  IMB  personnel. 

The  board  will  work  with  GPC  churches  to  tap  into  the  mis¬ 
sions  resources  available  and  maximize  their  potential  for 
God's  kingdom.  Each  church  will  receive  a  plaque,  hand- 
signed  and,  when  possible,  presented  to  the  cnurch  by  IMB 
personnel  in  a  worship  service. 

The  good  news?  With  500  churches  committing  to  the  GPC 
network,  that's  a  little  over  one  percent  of  total  SBC  churches. 


DISCIPLING  —  Mike 
Livingstone  (right),  Adult  Sunday 
School  Ministry  Department, 
teaches  Kenyans  the  "1-5-4 
Principle."  Livingstone  went  to 
Kenya  with  the  first  group  of 
LifeWay  employees  the  first  two 
weeks  of  October.  (BP  photo  by 
Mike  Yarber) 


Eddie  Hamilton,  pastor  of  Oak  Forest  Church,  Jackson,  is  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  during  the  annual  meeting  in 
Jackson.  Hamilton,  42,  is  elected  in  a  runoff  ballot  with  Larry  Otis,  a 
Tupelo  businessman. 


Shiloh  Church,  Winston  Association,  begins  construction  on  a  new 
sanctuary,  made  necessary  by  the  rapid  growth  of  the  church.  Since  1971, 
Sunday  School  attendance  has  gone  from  35  to  142.  Men  of  the  church  are 
donating  their  labor.  Auzie  Smith  is  pastor. 


The  United  Nations  (UN)  General  Assembly  votes  45-0  that  effective 
Jan.  1,  1950  all  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  will  open  with  one 
minute  of  silent  prayer.  It  is  the  first  official  recognition  of  the  world's  reli¬ 
gions  in  UN  proceedings 
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Texas  Baptists  affirm  '63  version  of  BF&M 


EL  PASO,  Texas  (BP)  —  A  motion  placed 
before  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of 
Texas  (BGCT)  to  affirm  the  1963  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  statement  of  beliefs  — 
not  the  1998  revision  which  adds  a  section 
on  marriage  and  family  —  was  passed  dur¬ 
ing  the  BGCT  annual  meeting's  Nov.  9 
morning  session. 

The  Texas  action  came  in  the  form  of  a 
motion  submitted  by  Bob  Newell,  pastor  of 
Houston's  Memorial  Drive  Church,  that 
the  1963  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 
(BF&M)  statement  be  affirmed  as  a  "unify¬ 
ing  statement  of  our  common  faith  and 
practice."  It  also  stipulated  that  the  BGCT 
^'distribute  this  statement  to  every  BGCT- 
related  church,  encouraging  its  teaching 
and  noting  that  it  was  affirmed  by  the  mes¬ 
sengers  at  this  convention." 

The  motion  was  passed  on  raised-hand- 
type  vote  with  only  a  smattering  of  opposi¬ 
tion,  a  convention  spokesman  reported.  It 


Tribute  to  a  leader 


Sybil  Davis  (left)  of  Hattiesburg  receives  a  letter  of  tribute  to  her  late  husband,  Mackie 
Davis,  from  Paul  Harrell,  director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's 
Partnership  Missions  Department,  at  the  Partnership  Missions  Celebration  banquet  Nov. 
12  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  Davis,  a  key  lay  leader  in  partnership  missions  in 
Mississippi,  died  in  August  of  this  year.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


was  dealt  with  in  about  15  minutes,  with 
an  effort  to  amend  the  motion,  to  substitute 
an  affirmation  of  the  1998  SBC  revision, 
failing  by  a  similar  lopsided  majority. 

While  the  motion  made  no  specific  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  SBC's  addition  of  a  section  on 
marriage  and  family  in  1998,  key  BGCT 
leaders  publicly  stated  that  the  affirmation 
of  the  1963  Baptist  Family  and  Message 
amounted  to  a  stance  against  the  SBC's 
1998  revision. 

Clyde  Glazener,  a  Fort  Worth  pastor 
who  was  elected  president  of  the  2./-mil- 
lion-member  BGCT  Nov.  8,  "led  the  charge 
against  the  [SBC]  amendment,"  according 
to  a  national  Associated  Press  news  story. 

"That  amendment,  though  it  spoke 
about  family  and  had  some  decent  things 
in  it,  also  had  in  it  some  barbs  that  were 
intended  to  hammer  women  about  sub¬ 
servience,  in  my  judgment,"  Glazener  was 
quoted  as  saying.  Glazener,  64,  is  pastor  of 

_  Gambrell  Street  Church, 

across  the  street  from 
Southwestern  Seminary  in 
Fort  Worth. 

Glazener  was  quoted  by 
the  Fort  Worth  Star-Telegram 
as  describing  the  SBC's  1998 
marriage  and  familv  addition 
to  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  as  ^'Neanderthal." 

"We  need  to  endorse  the 
1963  statement  because  it  does 
not  include  barbs  about 
women  being  subservient,"  he 
told  the  Fort  Worth  paper. 

According  to  the  Star- 
Telegram,  Glazener  told 
reporters  that  conservatives 
wno  pushed  for  the  1998 
marriage  and  family  section 
are  using  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  not  as  a  guide¬ 
line  but  as  a  creed  to  trv  to 
get  everyone  to  conform  to 
their  views. 

"They  are  trying  to  hold 
people's  feet  to  the  fire  and 
walx  lock-step  with  them," 
Glazener  said. 

Glazener  was  quoted  by 
the  Austin  American- 
Statesman  as  saying  it  is  a 
"hopeless  task"  to  tnink  that 
the  BGCT  and  the  SBC's  "fun¬ 
damentalists"  can  reconcile 
their  differences. 


Paige  Patterson,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  a  Texas 
native,  said  after  the  Nov.  9  vote,  "1  am 
grateful  that  the  BGCT  leadership  has 
made  crystal  clear  for  the  sake  of  Texas 
Baptist  churches  where  they  stand  on  fam¬ 
ily  and  church  issues.  Now  it  is  up  to  the 
churches  to  decide  with  whom  they  agree 
—  with  a  liberal,  culturally  acceptable  view 
of  family  and  church,  or  w'ith  a  Christ-hon- 
oring,  Bible-believing  perspective. 

"[have  every  confidence  that  the  major¬ 
ity  of  Texas  Baptist  churches  will  go  with 
Christ  and  with  the  clear  instruction  of  the 
Bible,"  said  Patterson,  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest, 
N.C.,  and  former  president  of  Criswell 
Cqllege  in  Dallas. 

Richard  Land,  president  of  the  SBC's 
Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  Commission, 
said  in  a  statement  issued  after  the  BGCT 
vote,  "From  the  beginning,  critics  of  the 
family  article  have  looked  with  a  jaun¬ 
diced  eye  solely  at  that  line  which  urges 
wives  to  submit  to  their  own  husbands,  as 
to  the  Lord,  and  overlooked  the  complete¬ 
ness  of  the  article  and  the  entire  Ephesian 
passage  [chapter  5  in  the  New  Testament 
txSok],  which  address  the  distinct,  but 
equally  valuable  roles  of  the  husband  and 
wife  in  the  marriage  relationship." 

Land,  a  Texas  native  and  former  staff 
member  at  First  Church  in  Dallas,  was  on 
the  seven-member  committee  which  draft¬ 
ed  the  SBC  marriage  and  family  article. 

Saying  he  is  "delighted"  that  the  BGCT 
has  voted  to  affirm  the  1963  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message,  Land  noted,  "The  first  arti¬ 
cle  of  this  statement  defines  the  Bible  as 
having  'truth,  without  any  mixture  of 
error,  for  its  matter,'  which  Herschel 
Hobbs,  the  chairman  of  the  statement's 
drafting  committee,  said  never  meant  any¬ 
thing  but  inerrancy. 

"F find  it  curious  that  the  BGCT,  while 
affirming  the  inerrancy  and  full  authority 
of  Scripture,  would  question  the  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message's  article  on  the  family 
which  was  passed  overwhelmingly  by  the 
1998  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and 
which  is  little  more  than  a  paraphrase  of 
the  Apostle  Paul's  teaching/  Land  contin¬ 
ued.  ' /Xfter  all,  it  is  the  Apostle  Paul  in  his 
letter  to  the  Ephesian  church  who  instructs 
husbands  to  love  their  wives  as  Christ 
loves  the  church  and  gave  himself  for  it, 
and  likewise  for  wives  to  submit  to  their 
Tiusbands  as  unto  the  Lord." 


New  Mexico  Baptists  set  to  study  fellowship  test 


LAS  CRUCES,  N.M.  (ABP) 
—  The  Baptist  Convention  of 
New  Mexico  has  directed  its 
executive  board  to  study  lan¬ 
guage  requiring  that  local 
churches  must  affirm  the 
recently  amended  "Baptist 
Faith  and  Message"  in  order  to 
be  in  good  standing. 

That  came  after  the  state 
convention  approved  new  arti¬ 
cles  of  incorporation  and 
bylaws  that  no  longer  mandate 
a  church  be  part  of  a  local  asso¬ 
ciation  in  order  to  be  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  state  group. 

Former  convention  presi¬ 
dent  Dean  Mathis,  pastor  of 
Taylor  Memorial  Cnurch  in 
Hobbs,  N.M.,  said  the  change 
would  weaken  the  role  of  asso¬ 
ciations,  which  in  the  past 
have  enforced  doctrinal 
integrity  of  churches,  thus 
sparing  the  state  convention 
from  debating  theology. 


Mathis  proposed  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  new  articles  of 
incorporation  and  bylaws  — 
which  govern  the  state  conven¬ 
tion,  a  children's  home,  a  foun¬ 
dation,  and  two  camps  —  to 
require  that  messengers  to  the 
annual  meeting  be  "from 
Baptist  churches  which  have 
been  received  into  and  are 
cooperating  with  one  of  the 
Baptist  associations  in  New 
Mexico." 

Messengers  at  the  Oct.  26-27 
state  convention  at  First  Church 
in  Las  Cruces  rejected  Mathis' 
amendment  172-90,  however, 
and  then  voted  overwhelming¬ 
ly  to  adopt  new  governing  doc¬ 
uments  proposed  by  a  study 
committee  named  last  year. 

Mack  McCarthick,  pastor  of 
Hillcrest  Church  in  Lovington, 
made  a  motion  that  a  creden¬ 
tials  committee  use  the  revised 
"Baptist  Faith  and  Message"  as 


criteria  to  decide  whether  to 
seat  messengers  to  the  state 
convention.  Tne  motion  passed 
190-61. 

McCarthick  returned  later  in 
the  meeting  with  another  rec¬ 
ommendation,  that  the  execu¬ 
tive  board  study  amending  the 
just-approved  articles  and 
bylaws  to  specify  that  future 
credentials  committees  also  use 
the  "Baptist  Faith  and 
Message"  doctrinal  statement 
as  a  guide. 

Amy  Mathis,  a  messenger  of 
Sandia  Church  in  Albuquerque, 
said  some  New  Mexico  baptists 
disagree  with  an  amendment  to 
the  doctrinal  statement  voted 
by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  last  year. 

A  new  article  on  the  family, 
the  first  amendment  to  the 
"Baptist  Faith  and  Message" 
since  1963,  declares  that  wives 
should  submit  to  their  hus¬ 


bands.  Mathis  warned  that 
churches  that  disagree  with 
that  position  would  be  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  ruled  out  of  fellow¬ 
ship  by  the  state  convention. 

In  other  business,  the  con¬ 
vention  passed  a  resolution 
urging  churches  to  pray  and 
fast  for  80  days  for  revival. 

Another  resolution 

denounced  a  call  by  New  Mexico 
Gov.  Gary  Johnson  to  legalize 
drugs,  calling  it  a  "destructive 
and  immoral  position." 

A  third  resolution  took 
exception  to  a  recent  move  by  a 
state  universify  to  drop  reli¬ 
gion  courses  fiom  its  general 
curriculum. 

The  resolution  encourages 
Eastern  New  Mexico 
University  in  Portales  "to  keep, 
and  expand  where  possible,  tne 
number  of  religious  courses  ... 
as  an  option  'for  students  who 
wish  to  take  such  courses." 
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Pocahontas  church  celebrating  175  years 

POCOHONTAS  (Special) 


Friends, 

former  members,  and  current  members 
gathered  October  3  to  celebrate  the  175th 
anniversary  of  Pocahontas  Church,  Metro 
Association.  Located  at  the  corner  of 
Highway  49  and  Kickapoo  Road, 
Pocahontas  Church  lays  claim  to  being  the 
oldest  Baptist  churcli  in  Hinds  County, 
according  to  member  and  church  historian, 
Ed  Blake. 

Blake  has  been  a  member  of  the  church 
longer  than  any  other  current  member, 
having  joined  in  1935.  In  appreciation  for 
the  history  of  the  church,  Blake  has  written 
the  third  edition  of  the  church's  history. 


Commission  urges  action 
against  China ,  Sudan 

WASHINGTON 


(ABP)  —  The  U.S.  Commission  on 
International  Religious  Freedom  has  urged  President  Clinton  and 
other  White  House  officials  to  take  action  against  religious  perse¬ 
cution  in  China  and  Sudan.  The  commission  made  its  appeal  in  an 
Oct.  19  meeting  with  Clinton,  National  Security  Advisor  Samuel 
Berger,  and  White  House  Chief  of  Staff  John  Podesta. 

Rabbi  David  Saperstein,  chairman  of  the  commission,  said  the 
panel  decided  to  focus  initially  on  three  countries  —  China,  Sudan, 
and  Russia.  Their  report,  however,  does  not  call  for  specific  sanc¬ 
tions  against  Russia  at  this  time. 

China  and  Sudan  were  among  countries  recently  listed  by  the 
U.S.  State  Department  as  "countries  of  particular  concern"  because 
of  severe  violations  of  religious  liberty.  Others  listed  were  Iran, 
Irao,  and  Myanmar  (Burma).  Also  "listed  were  Taliban  and 
Afghanistan,  two  governments  not  recognized  by  the  United 
States,  and  Serbia,  which  is  not  a  country. 

The  listing  was  mandated  by  the  International  Religious 
Freedom  Act,  which  also  established  the  commission.  The  law  also 
requires  the  president  to  take  action  against  listed  countries  within 
90  days  or  notify  Congress  if  no  penalty  is  to  be  imposed. 

The  commission  urged  the  president  to  apply  his  1997  executive 
order  imposing  economic  sanctions  on  Sudan  that  bar  China 
Petroleum  Corp.  and  other  companies  from  using  U.S.  stock 
exchanges  to  finance  Sudan's  new  oil  pipeline.  The  commission 
said  that  pipeline  would  insulate  Sudan  from  the  impact  of  eco¬ 
nomic  sanctions  and  "perpetuate  the  16-year-old  civil  war  which 
has  already  claimed  the  lives  of  2  million  "Sudanese." 


HERITAGE  PRESERVED  —  Sherry  (left)  and  George  Whitl 
before  the  family  monument  of  Benjamin  Whitfield,  Georj 
great-grandfather.  Benjamin  Whitfield  founded  what 
Pocahontas  Church  in  1824.  (BR  Special  Photo) 


gregation  has  rebuilt  and  expanded  at  the 
intersection  of  Kickapoo  Road  and 
Highway  49  North. 

The  legacy  of  the  W'hitfield  family  has 
continued,  with  Theodore  W'hitfield  serv¬ 
ing  as  pastor  from  1934-45,  and  with 
George  Whitfield,  the  great-great-grand- 
son  of  Benjamin  Whitfield,  delivering  the 
invocation  at  the  recent  175th  anniversary 
celebration. 

"Gratitude  and  inspiration  prevailed  in 
the  day's  activities  as  the  apparently  oldest 
Baptist  Church  in  Hinds  Countv  gave 
thanks  for  the  steadfastness  of  spirit  and 
accomplishment  down  through  its  175 
years  of  service  to  the  Lord,"  Blake  said. 

Steve  Jordan  is  pastor. 


Gn.  church 
dismissed  from 
association 


SAVANNAH,  Ga.  (BP)  — 
Georgia's  Savannah 

Association,  in  an  historic  vote, 
removed  Memorial  Church 
from  the  fellowship  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation  because  of  its  call  of  a 
woman  as  pastor.  The  issue 
was  whether  the  church  had 
stepped  outside  the  boundaries 
of  acceptable  practice  and  the 
majority  of  messengers  voted 
181  to  96  that  it  had. S' 

Carolyn  Hale  warr^alled  as 
pastor  of  Memorial  in  March 
and  came  to  the  church  in 
May.  The  40-year-old  church 
in  southeast  Georgia  has  over 
200  members  and  has  a  long 
history  of  support  for  women 
in  ministry,  hiale  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  Southern  Baptist  pas¬ 
tor,  a  graduate  of  Georgetown 
(Ky.)  College  and  Lexington 
(Ky.)  Seminary.  She  previously 
served  as  Dean  of  Student  Life 
at  Georgetown  College  and 
associate  pastor  of  Faith 
Church  in  Georgetown. 

John  Ashworth,  association- 
al  missionary  in  Savannah, 
said  the  issue  had  become  a 
divisive  one  in  the  association 
and  called  it  "a  distraction  that 
has  deterred  us  from  our  main 
function  of  serving  Christ  and 
strengthening  churches."  But 
he  was  optimistic  about  the 
association  getting  beyond  this 
issue,  saying,  "We  are  going 
forward  together." 

The  Savannah  Association 
has  74  affiliated  churches. 


Petrified  Wood 


ishment  of  new  life  into  it; 

•  it  is  satisfied  just  to  rest 
where  it  is; 

•  its  future  is  shaped  more 
by  external  influences  than  by 
internal  power. 

The  apostle  Paul  describes 
what  I  believe  is  one  of  the 
internal,  motivating  factors  of 
his  ministry  when  he  says  in  1 


For  years  1  have  kept  in  my 
office  a  big  piece  of  rock  that 
used  to  be  wood  —  it  is  now 
petrified  wood.  It  was  a  piece 
that  had  been  dug  out  of  a 
riverbed  that  was  being 
dredged.  I  got  it  and  kept  it  as  a 


fitii  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


constant  reminder  of  what  can 
happen  to  us  when  we  stop 

growing.  The  psalmist  so  beau-  When  wood  petrifies 
tifully  pictures  how  the  saint  is  retains  its  shape  but  does  n 
supposed  to  be  a  tree,  growing  grow,  does  not  produce,  do 
and  flourishing  by  the  river-  not  reproduce,  and  does  n 
side,  producing  fruit,  and  being  provide  building  materials.  It 
a  blessing.  Yet,  sometimes  a  tree  simply  dead!  As  autumn  co 
will  fall  into  a  marsh  or  a  river,  tinues  its  march  across  oi 
and  a  process  begins  to  take  land,  we  watch  the  leavi 
place  in  the  wood  that  petrifies  change,  die,  and  fall.  We  s< 
it.  Like  it  or  not,  it  is  a  study  in  huge  trees  that  once  were  dead,  that  the 

what  can  happen  to  any  of  us.  vibrant  with  life  but  now  stand  become  useless. 

Petrified  wood  gets  that  way  as  huge  webs  that  appear  to  be  addressed  the  church  at  Sardis 
when  silt  deposits  Degin  to  per-  dead.  These  trees  are  not  petri-  and  said  to  them, 
meate  the  grain  and  solidifies  to  fied  and  neither  are  they  really  name  that  you  are  alive,  but  you 
the  point  where  a  wood  fiber  dead.  They  are  simply  going  are  dead/  Apparently  Sardis 
becomes  hardened  like  a  rock.  It  through  the  cycle  of  life  and  are  had  all  the  shapes  and  trappings 
retains  the  look  of  wood  —  it  has  dormant  for  a  period.  that  go  with  being  a  church,  but 

grain  and  it  may  have  bark  —  but  It  is  neither  unusual,  nor  there  was  no  life  —  no  spiritual 
it  is  a  stony  substance.  According  abnormal,  for  saints  to  have  life  —  no  "Christ-provided"  life 
to  scientists,  it  takes  place  very  these  kinds  of  periods  in  their  flowing  there.  They  had  petri- 
slowly  over  a  long  period  of  time,  lives  also.  Simply  because  they  fied  and  did  not  know  it! 

almost  unnoticecL  and  eventually  are  not  full  of  leaves  or  fruit  What  happens  to  a  church 

it  simply  becomes  a  limb  or  a  log  does  that  mean  they  are  dead.  In  that  causes  it  to  be  in  this  con- 
that  is  worthless  except  as  a  the  coldest  part  of  winter  you  dition?  Like  the  tree: 
reminder  of  what  "was. can  still  break  a  twig  and  rind  •  it  stops  receiving  the  nour- 


Cor.  that  he  brought  his  body 
inside  that  life  continues  to  flow,  into  subjection  so  the  time 
They  will  live  again  and  will  would  not  come  when  he 
share  their  life,  goodness,  and  would  be  a  "castaway"  — 
shade  with  others,  but  petrified  something  that  used  to  be  of 
wood  will  remain  in  its  shape,  worth  and  usefulness,  but 
only  sterile,  lifeless,  and  useless,  now  only  sits  on  the  shelf  as  a 
ft  is  a  disturbing  thing  to  think  reminder  of  past  days  and 
that  a  saint  or  an  entire  church  productivity, 
can  become  so  stiff,  so  rigid  and  He  did  not  want  to  become 

and  petrified  wood  and  he  knew 
Jesus  that  the  only  way  to  avoid 
such  a  plight  was  to  stay  in  a 
You  have  a  constant,  living  relationship 
with  Christ. 

Would  you  pause  right  now, 
in  a  moment  of  prayer  and 
reflection,  and  ask  tne  Lord 
Jesus  to  flow  through  you  with 
his  life  —  to  use  you,  revitalize 
every  cell  of  your  being,  and 
keep  you  growing  for  his 
glory? 

His  Kingdom  has  not,  can¬ 
not,  and  will  not  be  built  with 
petrified  wood! 
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Revival  Dates 


Homecomings 


Note  burning  services  for 

- l  renovation  at 

*  I  a  cost  of 

I  $500,000  were 
I  held  at  First 
I  Church,  Flora, 
Sept.  26. 


p.m.  with  supper.  Gene 
Richardson  will  bring  a  devo¬ 
tional  at  7  p.m.,  following  will 
be  a  singing  featuring  the 
group  Proclamation  of 
Kosciusko.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Mary  Hudson  at  (601) 
289-1980. 


on  Sept.  26. 
Pictured 
(from  left)  are 
Rickey  Blythe, 
pastor;  James 
Williams;  and 
O.  J.  Pearce. 


The  Mississippi  chapter  of 

the  New  Orleans  Seminary 
Alumni  Association  met 
October  26  at  Galloway 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Jackson.  Seminary  President 
Chuck  Kelley  Jr.  (left)  spoke  at 
the  meeting.  Officers  of  the 
state  chapter  include  (from  left 
after  Kelley)  John  Sumner, 
retired  Baptist  Student  Union 
director  at  Jones  County 
Junior  College  in  Ellisville, 
immediate  past  president; 


111  p r  ° v  ° 

Church, 
e  burn.ng  Columbia, 

will  present  its  13th  annual 
"Scenes  of  Christ,"  a  depiction 
of  the  Life  and  Times  of  Jesus 
Christ,  6-8  p.m.,  on  Dec.  4  and  5. 


Jones  County  Association  ground  breaking 

Jones  County  Association  Unity  Church,  West,  will 
held  a  groundbreaking  cere-  host  its  annual  Harvest 
monv  for  a  new  office  building  Festiv  al,  Nov.  20,  beginning  at  6 

on  Oct.  31.  The  3,800  square  - - 

foot  facility  will  be  construct¬ 
ed  on  the  site  of  the  former  Mtl I 

office  location  at  206  South  9  | 

11th  Avenue,  Laurel.  v  '* 

Participants  in  the  ceremony  -  'fj  |«|||»  G 

included  (from  left)  Alan  \  1-  :  m 

Woodward,  moderator  of  the  A"  f  j 

Association 


Richard  O'Neal, 
Trustmark  Bank  representa¬ 
tive;  Becky  Loper,  building 
Committee  member;  Allan  Nix, 
director  of  missions;  Mary  Jo 
“Wedgeworth,  building  com¬ 
mittee  member;  John  Sumner, 
trustee  representative;  and 
Frances  Mvrick,  building  com¬ 
mittee  member. 


Mississippi  chapter  officers,  NOBTS  Alumni  Association 

fe  ft 

treasurer;  Ben  Jones,  pastor  of 
music,  and  special  activities  by  Crowder  Church,  Crowder, 
Life  Action  Crusade;  Sunday  president;  and  Lowell  Ingram, 
services,  9  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  pastor  of  Cato  Church,  Cato, 
nightly  services,  7-9  p.m.  vice  president. 


Oakland  Church,  Walnut, 

held  Acteen's  Recognition 
Service  on  Oct.  24.  Pic  tured, 
front  row,  are  Kay  Winter, 
WMU  director;  Melinda  Bates 
and  Belinda  Bates,  Queens 
with  Scepter;  Elizabeth  Reed, 
leader;  (back  row)  Barbara 
Davis,  wife  of  interim  pastor; 
Deborah  Bates,  mother  of 
Melinda  and  Belinda  Bates;  and 
Lyndle  Davis,  interim  pastor. 


Camp  Lakeside  located 
south  of  Charleston  and  operat¬ 
ed  by  North  Central 
Association  held  a  ground 
breaking  ceremony  for  tne  new 
gymnasium  on  Oct.  2.  The  gym¬ 
nasium  will  be  a  100  by  80- foot 
building  that  will  include  space 
for  classrooms  and  a  kitchen  as 
well  as  a  full  basketball  court. 

The  building  w  ill  be  named  for 
the  late  Lewis  Kellum,  who  was 
a  big  influence  at  the  camp  dur¬ 
ing  its  early  years.  Savannah 
Kellum,  (pictured)  wife  of 
Lew'is  Kellum,  turned  over  the 
first  shovel  of  dirt  for  the  new 
building.  Also,  on  that  same 
day,  the  camp  pavilion  was 
named  for  James  (Smittv) 

Smith.  He  was  a  young  man 
from  the  Charleston  area,  who  Raymond  Road,  Jackson 
inspired  people  with  his  dedica-  Nov.  28- Dec.  8;  preaching 
tion  to  God  even  as  he  strug- 

Pled  with  Muscular  Dystrophy. 

or  more  information  about 
Camp  Lakeside,  call  Ben 
Kennedy  at  647-8878 


Union,  Brandon:  Nov.  19-21; 
Fri.  and  Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.;  Donnie  Guy,  evangelist; 
Brent  Bozeman,  pastor. 


Pleasant  Grove,  Shannon: 

Nov.  28-Dec.  1;  6:30-7  p.m.,  spe¬ 
cial  music  by  Ray  Walker;  7 

K.m.,  preaching  by  Harvey 
eeves,  evangelist;  Joe 
Holcomb,  pastor. 

Mt.  Olive  (Carroll):  Nov.  28- 
Dec.  1;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed,  7  p.m.;  David 
Miller,  guest  speaker. 


Jericho,  Baldwyn:  Nov.  21;  Jerry  Holmes,  Morton,  guest 
10  a.m.;  Glen  Reeder,  guest  speaker;  Tim  Johnson,  music; 
speaker;  covered  dish  fellow-  Scott  Walters,  pastor, 
snip  meal  following  service 

ana  music  by  Friends  Again.  Topeka  (Lawrence):  Nov.  21; 

Darnell  Archie,  former  pastor. 
Line  Creek,  Morton:  Nov.  morning  message;  lunch  w  ill  be 
21;  160  vears;  Sunday  School,  served;  singing  in  the  afternoon 
10  a.m.;  w  orship,  11  a  m.;  lunch  with  Mary  Cox  McCain  and 
following  service  in  fellowship  New  Wine  from  Newhebron; 
hall;  cemetery  meeting,  1  p.m.;  Dale  Authement,  pastor. 


Seminary.  Billy  Stanford,  for-  tion  at  Mississippi  College  and 
mer  pastor  of  Twin  Lakes  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
Churcn,  retired  last  year. 

Twin  Lakes  Church,  Walls, 
Ridgeway  Church,  has  called  Willard  Crawley  as 

Vicksburg,  has  called  Tony  pastor.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Blue 

Beazley  as  pastor  effective  Oct.  Mountain - - 

31.  A  native  of  Crystal  Springs,  College  and 

Beazley  is  a  graduate  of  Hinds  New  Orleans 

Community  College  and  Seminary,  j 
Mississippi  College.  He  is  cur-  and  is 

rentlv  attending  New’  Orleans  presently  SdH 

Seminary  and  plans  to  gradu-  working  oh  ■*  ifm 
ate  in  December.  his  doctorate 

from  Luther  jFtmM f 


Twin  Lakes  Church 
Madison,  has  called  Hugh 
Smith  as  pastor,  effective  Nov 

youth  and  _ 

education  at  North  Greenwood  Puckett  Church,  Puckett,  R  i  c  e 

Church  for  several  vears.  has  called  Grant  McElveen  as  Seminary.  Crawlev 

Smith,  a  native  of  Yazoo  City,  is  pastor  effective  Sept.  26.  A  Crawley  pre- 

a  graduate  of  Mississippi  native  of  Bogalusa,  La.,  viouslv  served  at  Courtland 

College  and  New  Orleans  McElveen  received  his  educa-  Church,  Courtland. 


Ground  breaking  at  Camp  Lakeside 
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Simply  slnirc  the  follow  ini’  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 


I.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 
(I  repent.) 


3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 


4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  liis  name  ( John  1:12). 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


County  Line  Church, 
Neshoba  Association,  ordained 
Terry  Rainer  to  the  deacon  fel¬ 
lowship  on  Sept.  19.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Barron  Pilgrim, 
pastor;  Rainer;  and  Dub  Rainer, 
chairman  of  deacons. 


Jesus  Christ 

Requests  the  Honor 
/  of  your  Presence 
in  Heaven! 


Yoi  Can  Respond  Rioht  Now! 


Names  in  the  News 


is  also  secretary  /treasurer  of 
the  Confer¬ 
ence  of 

Mississippi 
Baptist 
Evangelists. 

For  more 

information, 
call  (888)  939- 
3277. 


Everett  and  Kelly 

Pine  Hill  Church,  Enterprise, 

recognized  Lillian  K.  Everett 
Oct.  17  on  her  94th  birthday  for 
her  hard  work,  dedication,'  and 
love  she  has  given  for  over  70 
years.  Gary'  Kelly  is  pastor. 


Bud  Shiers 
and  Gillis 
McMahon 

were  ordained 
as  deacons  on 
Sept.  12  bv 
Wayside 
Church, 
Vicksbu  rg. 
Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Shiers; 
Larry  W. 

Haggard,  pas¬ 
tor;  and 

McMahon.  . 


Tim  Posey, 
director  of 

Freedom 
Ministries 
International, 
Inc.,  Brookhaven, 
recently  attended 
and  completed 
training  offered 
by  ChurchSmart 
Resources,  Inc., 
of  Carol  Stream, 
Ill.  He  is  now  a 
trained  consul¬ 
tant  in  the 
process  and  pro¬ 
cedures  of 

Natural  Church 
Development. 
Freedom 
Ministries 
International, 
Inc.  is  now  offering  the  Natural 
Church  Development  Survey, 
an  instrument  designed  and 
proven  with  the  research  of 
over  1,000  churches  in  32  coun¬ 
tries  on  all  six  continents.  Posey 


Jonathan  Posev 

Mitchell 

achieved  perfect  attendance  in 
Sunday  School  for  the  1998-99 
church  year  at  Pine  Grove 
Church,  Picayune.  For  his 
accomplishment  the  church 
gave  him  a  pin,  certificate,  and 
a  Bible.  Pictured  (front  row)  is 
Jonathan  Mitchell;  (back  row) 


Stan  Mitchell  (his  father);  Sheila 
Mitchell  (his  mother);  and  Scott 
Cappleman,  pastor. 


Deacons  of  Wayside  Church,  Vicksburg 


Dear  Mississippi  Baptists, 

Attached  you  will  find  a 
photograph  that  was  taken  at 
the  Annual  Strategy  and 
Fellowship  Meeting  for  the 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  missionaries  that  serve 
in  the  southern  half  of  the 
country  of  Brazil. 

This  year,  our  meeting 
was  held  in  Pirenopolis, 

Goias,  and  our  speakers 
were  Ralph  Neighbor, 
author  of  Trie  Survival  Kit, 
and  Bill  Elliff,  pastor  of 
Summit  Church,  Little  Rock, 

Ark. 

As  always,  it  was  won-' 
derful  to  reunite  with  mis¬ 
sionary  families,  many  of 
whom  we  only  see  once  per 
year.  The  meeting,  however, 
will  likely  be  remembered, 
not  for  the  great  food  or  fellowship,  but  for 
the  dramatic  movement  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  our  midst. 

Through  his  teaching  of  the  Cell- 
Church  methodology,  Ralph  Neighbor 
challenged  all  of  us  to  evaluate  the  level 
of  impact  we  are  making  in  the  regions 
|  where  we  serve. 

Then  in  an  incredible  way,  God  used 
the  down-to-earth  preaching  of  Bill  Elliff 
to  make  each  of  us  evaluate  the  impact 
our  relationship  with  God  is  having  on 
our  daily  walk. 

Through  these  two  men,  God  fanned 
the  flames  of  evangelism,  church  planti¬ 
ng,  and  personal  revival  in  a  way  that  is 
seldom  seen. 

Mississippi  Baptists,  thank  you  for 


supporting  us,  your  missionary  family 
here  in  Brazil,  and  others  around  the 
world.  As  you  read  this  article,  if  God  is 
speaking  to  you  about  a  call  to  missions, 
or  if  you  are  interested  in  your  church 
participating  in  a  volunteer  mission  pro¬ 
ject,  please  don't  let  "the  feeling  pass." 
Act  now,  and  let  God  use  you  to  impact 
the  world  through  the  plans  he  has 
already  made  for  those  who  are  obedient 
to  him. 

You  can  contact  the  IMB  at  1-800-999-3113 
or  1-800-866-3621,  or  visit  the  IMB  home- 
page  at  www.IMB.org,  or  the  Eastern  South 
American  homepage  at  www.IMBESA.org. 
In  the  love  of  Jesus, 

Larry  and  Alicia  Braswell 
6braswells@pobox.com 


The  Mitchells  and  Cappleman 


Pictured  (front  row,  from 
left)  are:  David  Lambach  (age 
9),  Wray  Braswell  (age  10), 
Larry  Braswell,  Andrew 
Braswell  (age  7),  Alicia 
Braswell,  Lucas  Braswell  (age 
2),  David  Vaughn  (age  6), 
and  Caitlyn  Braswell  (age  5). 

Second  row:  Rachel 
Lambach  (age  3),  Paul 
Lambach,  Hannah  Lambach 
(age  8  mos.),  Elaine 
Lambach,  Danny  Rollins, 
LeAnn  Rollins,  Karen  Gray, 
Tony  Gray,  Beth  Parker, 
Ronnie  Parker. 

Third  row:  Shari  Holley, 
Laurie  Bledsoe,  Bonnie 
Hearon,  Tom  Hearon,  Dott 
Lott,  Ronnie  Erwin,  Bob  Erwin. 

Fourth  row:  David 

Bledsoe,  Laurie  Dunaway, 
Larry  Murphy  (Arkansas  sit- 
in),  Kathy  Vaughn,  John  Vaughn. 

Places  of  service: 

♦  Lambach  family  -  Goiania,  Goias 

♦  Braswell  family  -  Chapeco,  Santa  Catarina  j 

♦  Vaughn  family  -  Caxias  do  Sul,  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul 

♦  Rollins  family  -  S3o  Paulo,  Sao  Paulo 

♦  Gray  family  -  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Rio  de  Janeiro 

♦  Parker  family  -  Brasilia,  Distrito  Federal 

♦  Holley  family  -  in  Cascavel,  Parang 

♦  Bledsoe  family  -  Belo  Horizonte,  Minas 
Gerais 

♦  Hearon  family  -  Niteroi,  Rio  de  Janeiro 

♦  Dott  Lott,  Goiania  -  Goias  (soon  to  retire 
after  30  years  of  missionary  service) 

♦  Erwin  family  -  Inubia  Paulista,  S3o  Paulo 

♦  Dunaway  family-  Brasilia,  Distrito  Federal 

♦  Murphy  family  -  AnSpolis,  Goias 
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Deacons  of  First  Church,  Amory 


Church,  Liberty,  Oct.  17 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  W.  E 

-  Corkem,  interim  pastor; 

Tim  Wilkinson,  Chrb 
Bryan,  Robbie  Barron, 
Terry  Simmons,  and 
Bud  Newman,  newh 
ordained  deacons. 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFG  CO 


BAPTISTRIES  ^ 

WATER  HEATERS 
STEEPLES 
CROSSES 


TOLL  FREE  1-800-231-6035 


The  Music  Department  of 

Mississippi  College  will  pre¬ 
sent  The  Mississippi  College 
Chorale,  under  the  direction  of 
James  M.  Meaders,  in  its 
Christmas  Concert,  Nov.  30  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  Provine  Chapel. 
For  more  information,  call  (601) 
925-3440. 

The  Mississippi  College 
Chamber  Choir  has  been  cho¬ 
sen,  for  the  second  time,  to  per¬ 
form  for  the  Regional 
Convention  of  the  American 
Choral  Directors  Association. 
They  will  perform  at  the  Bob 
Carr  Performing  Arts  Center  in 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  Steeples,  lighting. 

folding  doors. 

Church  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Orlando,  Fla.,  on  March  3,  2000. 
Conductor'  of  the  Chamber 
Choir  is  James  Richard  Joiner, 
professor  of  music  and  chair  of 
the  Music  Department.  The 
choir  was  also  chosen  for  this 
honor  in  1996. 

Michael’s  Watch 


’Put  (ZYn  thearrhanpef 
vV  \  ■■■/  Mu  htwi.  WhenktUUS 
Vv>i  disputing  u  nth  the  devil  ' 

about  the  body  o) ’  ‘Masts. 
-Jr  fidnotdiirr  to  bruu/aslan 

dfmus  accusation  gainst 
him.  but  said.  The  Lord  rebuke  you.  ’  -1udel:9 

Michael’s  Watch  is  a  support 
group  whose  sole  purpose  and 
mission  is  to  offer  emotional,  mental, 
and  spiritual  support  for  those  whose 
lives  have  been  affected  by  family 
members  or  loved  ones  involved  in 
the  homosexual  lifestyle 
Michael’s  Watch  Group  meets  the 
2nd  and  4th  Sunday  each  month  at 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Louisville, 
Mississippi  from  3:00  -  4:30  p  m 

Additional  information  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  First  Baptist 


(662)  773-6246. 
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First  Church,  Amory,  Simpson  is  pastor.  Pictured 
ordained  Tom  Dickerson  and  (from  left)  are  Bert  Mize,  chair- 
Paul  Knox  as  deacons  in  a  spe-  man  of  deacons;  Dickerson; 
cial  service  on  Oct.  10.  Allen  Knox;  and  Simpson. 


First  Church,  Coldwater,  held  a  Deacon  Ordination  Service  on 
Oct.  31 .  Pictured  (from  left)  are  D  Elkins,  Jack  Geiger,  Stephen  Ogg, 
Earl  Forbess,  and  Earl  Weddle.  Bob  Maddux  is  pastor. 


Deacons  of  East  Fork  Church,  Liberty 
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Duvall  and  Rushing 


- -  - 0 

was  ordained  as  deacon 
during  Deacon 

Ordination  Services  at 
Grace  Church, 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  19. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Dennis  Duvall,  pastor, 
and  Rushing. 


Richmond  Church,  Tupelo,  held  a  special  day  of  recognition 
and  appreciation  for  Maxine  Williams  on  Oct.  17.  She  was  pre¬ 
sented  a  plaque  from  the  church  in  honor  of  her  years  and  service 
as  choir  director.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  her  husband  Bennie, 
Williams,  and  Sean  K.  Tutor  Sr.,  pastor. 


Special  Mission/ 
Volunteer  Airfare 

Bryan  tours/MTS  is  the  largest  agency  for  mission  and 
volunteer  church  related  travel  in  the  U.5.  Contact  us  for 
special  airfares  roundtrip  from  Jackson  as  low  as: 

(effective  for  year  2000). 


SAN  JOSE  $590 
HONDURAS  $590 
GUATEMALA  $536 
CARACAS  $505 
PANAMA  $490 
EL  SALVADOR  $560 


BUDAPEST 

KIEV 

WARSAW 


$606 

$693 

$592 


LIMA  $650 

RIO  $800 

BELIZE  $550 

MANAGUA  $600 

MEXICO  CITY  $520 

GUADALAHARA  $550 

BUCHAREST  $620 

MOSCOW  $704 

TEL  AVIV  $748 


(Rates  are  for  low  season  and  do  not  include  U.S.  departure  taxes, 
airport  taxes,  and  immigration  fees  of  $45  -  $90  per  person) 

Check  also  for  our  special  rates  to  Asia,  Africa, 
and  the  Middle  East.  Two  Mississippi  offices  to  serve  you: 


Bryan  Tour* 

1929  Dunbarton  Drive 
Jackson,  MS  39216 
Phone:  (601)981-1345 
(800)  647-5296 
Fax:  (601)  981-9335 

e-mail  bryantours@aol.com 


Delta  Travel 

206  Second  Street 
Indianoia,  MS  38751 
Phone:  (601)  887-5811 
(800)  898-0703 
Fax:  (601)  887-4076 


* 
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THANKS,  MISS.  BAPTISTS 


ministry.  While  God  ultimately  punches  and  kidney  shots  with 
receives  the  praise,  I  will  never  editorials  like  October  28.  If 

you're  gonna  fire  off  editorials, 
don't  fire  off  "duds!"  Man, 
"lock  and  load"  and  give  us 
something  we  can  use  to  absorb 
the  fiery  darts  of  the  devil. 
David  A.  Crowe,  pastor 
Siloam  Church,  Meadville 


twice  its  present  size,  and  life 
could  not  nave  existed  on  earth 
under  those  conditions. 

The  book  of  Genesis  contains 
at  least  seven  contradictions 
between  the  order  of  creation 
and  the  supposed  order  in 
which  things  ’'evolved."  I  will 
stand,  on  the  scientific  evi¬ 
dence,  with  Genesis. 

J.  C.  Brady 
Port  Gibson 


take  this  opportunity  to  express  Mercy  Medical  Cent 
my  gratitude  to  the  faithful  Daphne,  Ala. 
Mississippi  Baptists  who  have 
unknowingly  contributed  to 

my  faith,  life,  and  ministry.  ASKING  FOR  FIGHT 

I  would  like  to  thank  the 
faithful  Mississippi  Baptists 
who  founded  and  supported 
Mississippi  College  (MC).  If 
they  had  not,  mv  rather  would 
have  been  forced  to  seek  minis¬ 
terial  training  somewhere  else 
and  my  parents  may  have  never 
met  as  MC  students  in  1959. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  indi¬ 
viduals  who  helped  establish  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
Center.  My  brotner  and  I  were 
bom  there  in  1963  and  1964,  and 
respectively.  I  would  like  to  thank 
the  faithful  children's  teachers  in 
the  churches  my  father  served,  behind 
for  planting  spiritual  seeds  in  my 
heart  that  led  me  to  a  saving  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all 
those  involved  in  establishing 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 
(CHBR)  where  I  served  on  staff 
during  the  summers  of  1980-81 
and  1983-86.  In  the  summer  of 
1983  during  a  campfire  service 
at  CHBR,  I  surrendered  to  full¬ 
time  Christian  sendee. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  indi¬ 
viduals  who  established  William 
Carey  College  and  the  professors 
who  taught  me  with  Christian 
compassion.  1  would  like  to 
thank  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  for  providing  finan¬ 
cial  assistance  a u ring  my  semi¬ 
nary  training  in  New  Orleans. 

Ves,  I  thank  Mississippi 
Baptists  for  allowing  God  to 
use  them  in  investing  in  mv 


STAND  WITH  GENESIS 


I  suppose  you  were  asking 
for  a  fignt  witfi  your  associate's 
latest  editorial,  "Who's  Afraid 
of  Halloween?"  Allow  me  to 
shed  light  on  adark  October  31! 

Goa's  word  goes  into  detail 
describing  the  devil  and  his  tac¬ 
tics.  He  is  a  roaring  lion  seeking 
whom  he  may  devour.  In  the 
Bible  his  appetite  consists 
mainly  of  sheep!  He  is  subtle 
od's  Wora  cautions  us  as 
to  the  wiles  of  the  devil. 

You  say,  "We  Christians  hide 
behind  our  stained-glassed 
windows  and  vield  the  day  to 
evil."  Half  of  that  statement  is 
true;  the  other  half  is  false.  I'd 
rather  be  hiding  behind  my 
window  singing  "Jesus  loves 
me,  this  I  know,  with  my  chil¬ 
dren  than  to  be  in  the  parade 


Editor: 

The  Nov.  4  issue  contained  a  REVIEW  ARTICLE  VI 
letter  stating  that  "young  earth 
creationistsv'  were  all  wet 
because  all  of  our  claims  had 
been  disproven  and  there  were 
several  examples  that  prove 
evolution.  This  is  not  true. 

If  whales  with  legs  ever 
existed  (I  think  I  would  have 
read  about  those  in  my  exten¬ 
sive  studies  on  evolution  if  they 
ever  did,  though),  they  were 
just  one  more  of  God's  infinite 
variety  of  creatures,  not  a  "tran¬ 
sitional  form." 

The  writer's  other  "proof"  of 
evolution,  the  supposed  "evo¬ 
lution"  of  insects  and  bacteria 
to  become  immune  to  insecti¬ 
cides  and  antibiotics,  is 
absolutely  false.  When  a  crea¬ 
ture  which  does  not  already 
have  an  immunity  to  a  deadlv 
substance  is  subjected  to  it,  it 
doesn't  "evolve"  an  immunitv. 

It  dies.  What  has  happened  is 
not  the  evolution  of  immunity, 
but  simply  a  change  in  the 
ratios  of  resistant  to  non-resis¬ 
tant  individuals  —  natural 
selection,  but  not  evolution. 

Natural  selection  explains  why 
some  individuals  survive,  not 
how  they  arrived. 

As  to  the  young  earth,  how 
would  the  writer  explain  the 
evidence  of  the  shrinking  sun? 

The  sun  is  burning  up  its  mass 
at  a  rate  of  1%  every  1,000 
years,  which  means  100,000 
years  ago  it  would  have  been 


Editor: 

It  was  with  great  joy  I  read 
that  a  blue-ribbon  committee 
has  been  assigned  the  task  of 
reviewing  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message. 

May  I  suggest  that  they  take 
a  look  at  Article  VI  where  it 
says  the  church  is  an 
autonomous  body,  because  this 
is  simply  not  true  for  many 
Southern  Baptist  churches. 

Many  Southern  Baptist 
churches,  even  those  who  are 
debt-free  and  cooperating  with 
their  association,  are  not 
autonomous  bodies  because  of 
a  reversionary  clause  in  their 
deed. 

This  clause  says  that  if  the 
church  does  not  abide  with  the 
association  or  convention  as  the 
association  thinks  they  should, 
then  the  property  reverts  to  the 
association. 

If  you  have  property  that 
you  can  not  sell,  trade,  make  a 
loan  against  for  a  building  pro¬ 
gram,  or  use  as  you  deem  nec¬ 
essary  (within  the  law)  without 
someone  else's  permission, 
then  you  do  not  truly  own  it. 

To  say  one  thing,  as  in  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message,  and 
then  do  otherwise,  is  being  a 
hypocrite,  and  I  do  know  vvnat 
Jesus  thought  of  hypocrites. 

Howard  Crocker 

Long  Beach 
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Life  and  Work 

Obeying  God 

Jonah  3:1-10 


By  Tom  Atwood _ _  sible  for  our  stew¬ 

ardship  of  opportu- 
Will  you  go?  Your  response  nity  and  not  every- 
may  be,  “But,  Lord,  I  gave  to  one  gets  a  second 
the  missions  offering  so  some-  opportunity. 

nnp  ulco  mi iM  on!" 


Atwood 


one  else  could  go!" 

*  That  is  not  tne  question  that 
God  is  asking.  The  question  is: 
"Will  you  go?"  Many  will 
respond  to  the  call  of  God  with 
feelings  of  inadequacy  for  the 
task  or  intimidation  by  the 
enormity  of  the  need. 

Remember,  God  does  not 
need  your  ability  but  rather 
your  availability.  God  works 
extraordinary  things  through 
ordinary  people  who  are  faith¬ 
fully  obedient  to  his  call. 

God  gives  a  second  chance 
(vv.  1-2).  We  are  always  respon- 


"Then  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  to  Jonah  a  second  time." 
What  great  hope!  Our  God  was 
gracious  and  gave  Jonah  a  sec¬ 
ond  chance  to  obey. 

A  second  chance  is  never 
guaranteed.  It  is  always  dan¬ 
gerous  to  dismiss  God's  call  or 
delay  an  obedient  response. 
God  does  not  have  to  calf  a  sec¬ 
ond  time,  so  no  one  should  pre¬ 
sume  that  he  will. 

However,  he  often  does  give 
a  second  chance  so  that  no  one 
should  despair.  As  many  have 
experienced,  a  second  chance 


Explore  the  Bible 

New  leader 


Numbers  26:1-30:16 


dvia  Flemim 


The  Lord  told  Moses  to  go 
up  to  Abarim,  "a  mountain 
chain  southeast  of  the  Dead 
Sea.  At  the  northern  end 
stands  Mt.  Nebo  [on  which  Mt. 
Pisgah  is  located]"  (New 
Ungers  Bible  Dictionary,  12). 
On  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Jordan  River,  Moses  stood 
looking  westward  into  the 
Promised  Land.  Moses'  sin  of 
smiting  the  rock  at  Kadesh 
resulted  in  his  never  entering 
that  Land.  We  might  say  that 
in  light  of  the  Israelites'  per¬ 
petual  sins,  the  sin  of  Moses 
was  very  small. 

However,  Moses'  job  held 
such  responsibility  that  more 
was  required  of  him  than  of  the 


other  Israelites;  so  I 
those  who  hold  more  | 
responsible  positions 
are  to  behave  more  Fleming 
responsibly.  Not  only 
was  Moses  the  military  leader  le 
of  the  children  of  Israel,  but  he  Isi 
also  held  the  position  of  sh 
prophet.  In  addition  to  being  (2 
spokesperson  for  God,  he  also 
served  as  mediator  for  the  chil-  of 
dren  of  Israel.  Thus,  Moses'  A< 
position  required  obedience  to  an 
God  at  all  times.  co 

Once  God  told  Moses  that  he  tei 
would  not  be  able  to  lead  the  bl< 
children  of  Israel  into  the  (Z 
Promised  Land,  Moses  then  di: 
said,  "Let  the  Lord,  the  God  of  he 
the  spirits  of  all  flesh,  set  a  man  bn 
over  the  congregation..."  bii 
(27:16).  At  that  moment  Moses  eit 


Family  Bible  Series 

Conquering  with  instruction 

Joshua  6:1-5, 15-20 


By  Jerry  L.  Smith _ 

Warren  Wiersbe  tells  the  story 
of  a  pastor  who  was  trying  to 
sfop  a  tavern  owner  from  build¬ 
ing  near  his  church.  During  a 
court  hearing,  an  attorney  for  the 
bar  owner  said  to  the  pastor, 
"Reverend,  as  a  shepherd, 


"Men,  we  are  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  enemy. 

We  have  the  greatest 
opportunity  presented  Smith 
an  army.  We  can  attack 
in  any  direction!"  r 

Do  you  ever  feel  over-  c 
whelmed  by  the  enemy?  s 
Consider  the  words  of  John  b 


Reverend,  as  a  shepherd,  Consider  the  words  of  John 
shouldn't  you  be  out  taking  care  Chrysostom,  the  fourth  century 
of  sheep? '  The  pastor  replied,  preacher  and  martyr,  "You  are 
"Today,  I'm  fighting  the  wolf!"  but  a  poor  soldier  of  Christ  if 
As  Christians,  we  are  con-  you  think  you  can  overcome 
stantly  engaged  in  spiritual  without  fighting  and  suppose 
warfare.  Each  day  we  battle  the  you  can  have  the  crown  with- 
world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil  out  the  conflict." 

(Eph.  2:1-3).  Manv  days,  we  feel  Certain  victory  (vv.  1-2).  Our 
surrounded  by  all  three  —  like  state's  recent  gubernatorial  race 
the  Americans  at  Gastogne.  illustrates  there  is  no  such  thing 
When  General  McAuliff  found 
his  men  flanked  on  all  sides,  he 
assembled  his  troops  and  said. 


does  not  assure  one  of  a 
call  that  is  identical  to  the 
initial  one,  nor  the  conse¬ 
quences  that  might  have 
been  experienced. 

God  expects  obedi¬ 
ence  (vv.  3-4).  Jonah 
learned  a  valuable,  if  not 
dramatic,  lesson.  This 
time  Jonah  obeyed  God 
and  traveled  to  Nineveh. 
A  large  city  of  Assyria,  it 
took  Jonah  three  days  to  reach 
all  parts  of  Nineveh  on  his 
preaching  mission.  Jonah  4:11 
suggests  a  total  population  of 
about  600,000  (Wycliffe  Bible 
Encyclopedia,  Vol.  2,  p.  1208). 

No  uoubt  there  was  some 
degree  of  regret  in  the  heart  of 
Jonah.  Surely,  he  wondered 
what  would  have  happened 
had  he  obeyed  early  on.  He 
could  have  avoided  much 
hardship  and  difficulty  had  he 
obeved  God's  first  call" 

When  believers  are  given  a 
second  chance,  they  dare  not 

demonstrated  his  self¬ 
lessness  and  his  great 
love  for  the  Israelites, 
not  once  asking  that  he 
might  choose  the  leader. 

Moses  was  aware 

that  his  time  on  earth 
was  almost  over. 
Consequently,  he  did 
not  want  his  people  to 
be  left  without  a  com  pe¬ 
ns  tent  guide.  He  simply 

asked  that  God  set  a 

leader  over  the  children  of 

Israel  so  they  would  not  be  as 
sheep  without  a  shepherd 
(27:17b). 

What  are  the  characteristics 
of  sheep  without  a  shepherd? 
According  to  Mark  6:34,  they 
are  such  that  move  Jesus  to 
compassion.  They  become  scat¬ 
tered  (1  Kings  22: 1 7)  and  trou¬ 
bled,  going  their  own  way 
(Zech.  10:2d).  Those  who  are 
diseased  or  sick  have  no  one  to 
heal  them  nor  do  those  with 
broken  bones  have  anyone  to 
bind  them.  Those  who  are 
either  lost  or  driven  away  have 

Republican  victory. 
Little  did  they  know  that 
the  race  would  be  so 
close  that  it  would  prob¬ 
ably  have  to  be  decided 
by  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

Forecasting  the  future 
is  tricky  business.  Who 
would  have  predicted 
h  that  Christian  golfer 
Payne  Stewart  would 
meet  such  an  untimely  death; 
or  that  Walter  Payton  would  be 
struck  down  in  his  prime  by 
bile  duct  cancer? 

God  is  the  only  one  that  can 
predict  the  future  with  any  cer¬ 
tainty.  He  told  the  Israelites  that 
they  would  be  victorious  at 
Jericho,  not  because  of  their 
superior  numbers,  but  because 
he  would  give  them  the  victory. 

Conversely,  if  we  expect  to 
post  more  wins  than  losses  in 
the  spiritual  realm,  we  must 


illustrates  there  is  no  such  thing  the  spiritual  realm,  we  must 
as  a  "sure  thing."  The  political  fight  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord, 
pundits  and  statewide  prog-  Tne  Christian  soldier  is  guaran- 
nosticators  predicted  a  teed  the  victory,  because  Jesus 


turn  away!  Today,  if  there  is 
remorse  over  rejected  and 
refused  opportunity,  determine 
to  appropriate  a  second  chance 
to  obey  God's  call. 

God  uses  obedient  people 
(vv.  5-10).  "The  Ninevites 
believed  God"  (v.  5).  What  a  glo¬ 
rious  victory  for  Sod's  kingdom! 
Jonah's  message  was  received 
and  believed!  A  spirit  of  repen¬ 
tance  ran  through  the  whole  city. 
"From  the  greatest  to  the  least, 
put  on  a  sackcloth,"  as  a  sign  of 
their  sorrow  for  their  sin. 

God  sent  out  his  Word  to 
accomplish  his  purposes.  It  was 
powerfully  effective.  Even  the 
king  took  off  his  royal  garments 
and  covered  himself  with  sack 
cloth.  In  a  display  of  grief  over 
his  sin  and  sorrow  for  it  he  sat 
down  in  the  dust.  This  is  a 
graphic  picture  of  humiliation 
and  brokenness  over  sin. 

The  proclamation,  issued  by 
the  king,  decreed  that  every 
man  and  animal  refrain  from 

no  one  to  search  for  them.  (Ez. 
34:4)  and  they  become  food  for 
the  beasts /predators  (34:  5,8). 
What  a  perfect  picture  of 
mankind  without  Jesus,  for 
without  him  all  are  indeed  lost. 

Just  as  the  Lord  chose  Moses 
to  lead,  he  also  chose  Moses' 
successor  Joshua  because  he 
had  the  Holy  Spirit  in  him. 
Those  who  possess  wisdom  of 
the  world  often  think  that  their 
knowledge  and  wisdom  are  all 
that  are  necessary  to  do  a  par¬ 
ticular  job.  However,  without 
the  indwelling  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  a  person  is  helpless  to 
perform  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

Though  Joshua  was  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  was 
not  equal  with  Moses.  Moses 
had  been  God's  first  choice;  but 
because  of  sin,  God  in  his  per¬ 
fection  had  to  set  aside  his  first 
choice,  thus  using  a  man  of 
lesser  quality.  How  often  does 
God  have  to  set  us  aside 
because  we  have  been  disobe¬ 
dient  to  him?  How  often  has 
God  had  to  totally  remove  us 

has  already  defeated  every  spiri¬ 
tual  enemy.  The  Christian  fights 
from  victor)1,  not  just  for  victory! 

Clear  instructions  (vv.  3-5). 
By  following  God's  instruc¬ 
tions,  the  Hebrews  brought 
down  the  walls  of  Jericho.  If  we 
expect  to  be  victorious  in  the 
Christian  life,  we  too  must  fol¬ 
low  God's  instructions. 

Sometimes,  God's  instruc¬ 
tion  manual  (the  Bible)  doesn't 
make  sense  to  us.  We  wonder 
how  turning  the  other  cheek  or 
praying  for  our  enemies  could 
possibly  bring  success. 

When  we  follow  the  seem¬ 
ingly  contradictory  sayings  of 
Jesus,  we  are  being,  what  one 
writer  calls,  subversive. 
Eugene  Peterson  writes  in  The 
Contemplative  Pastor,  "When  I 
am  undermining  the  kingdom 
of  self  and  establishing  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  I  am  being 
subversive." 

The  purpose  of  God's  uncon¬ 
ventional  strategy  was  to  prevent 
the  Israelites  from  elevating  mili- 


eating  or  drinking.  Their  fasting 
declared  their  intent  to  repent 
of  their  evil  ways.  It  said,  "We 
mean  business,  we  are  serious!" 

Destruction  was  averted. 
When  the  Ninevites  turned  to 
God  in  sorrow  and  repentance 
they  were  asking  Goa  to  turn 
from  his  fierce  anger  (v.  9).  God 
is  merciful.  "When  God  saw 
what  they  did...  he  had  com¬ 
passion  and  did  not  bring  upon 
them  the  destruction...  (v.  10). 

A  particular  response  is 
never  guaranteed.  Our  modern 
Ninevites  sometimes  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  Lord's  message 
and  his  offer  of  mercy.  Yet  many 
will  hear,  receive  the  message  of 
God's  grace,  and  bel ieve  in  their 
eternal  deliverance. 

If  I  obey  God's  call,  will  1 
always  be  heard?  No!  Will  I 
always  be  accepted?  No!  Will 
God  always  be  honored  and 
glorified?  Ves! 

Atwood  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Oxford. 

from  a  scene  because  of  our 
disobedience?  Do  we  know  of 
someone  to  whom  this  has 
happened?  As  we  are  remind¬ 
ed  in  the  New  Testament,  there 
is  "sin  unto  death"  (1  John 
5:16).  Is  that  the  death  of  which 
Miriam,  Aaron,  and  Moses 
died? 

Joshua  was  a  man  of  God; 
however,  he  could  only  talk  to 
God  through  the  highnriest  via 
the  Urim  and  the  Tnummin, 
while  Moses  spoke  face  to  face 
with  God.  The  power  Moses 
possessed  was  ultimately 
divided  between  Joshua,  the 
military  leader,  and  Eleazar,  the 
high  priest,  the  intercessor. 

As  Moses  performed  the  cer¬ 
emony  of  tne  "laying  on  of 
hands,"  he  symbolically  trans¬ 
ferred  a  portion  of  his  own 
authority  to  Joshua.  In  doing  so 
Moses  ridded  himself  of  all 
earthly  rank  and  influence, 
before  going  home  to  be  with 
the  Lord. 

Fleming  is  a  member  of  Bond 
Church,  Neshoba  Association. 

tary  acumen  over  divine  power. 

Complete  success  (vv.  15-16; 
20).  I  heard  a  layperson  say  that 
his  pastor  "had  more  good  ides 
by  lunch  than  they  could  possi¬ 
bly  implement  in  a  year."  Some 
people  are  better  planners  than 
implemented.  They  have  lots  of 
good  ideas  but  have  trouble  fol¬ 
low  ing  through  on  their  plans. 

The  nation  of  Israel  followed 
God's  plans  exactly.  Because  of 
this,  the  wralls  of  Jericho  fell  and 
they  achieved  one  of  the  greatest 
recorded  victories  in  the  Bible. 

Have  you  had  many  spiritu¬ 
al  victories  lately?  Is  the  w’orld, 
flesh,  and  the  devil  always 
coming  out  on  top?  If  so,  then 
maybe  you  need  to  go  back  and 
read  the  instructions. 
Remember  that  the  word  of 
God  is  a  light  unto  your  path 
and  a  lamp  unto  your  feet.  It's 
God's  instruction  manual  for 
life  —  and  your  life  is  certainly 
not  a  "do-it-yourself"  project! 

Smith  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Summit. 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Willie  B.  Badon 
Mrs.  Wanda  Owen 
Mrs.  Willie  Maude  Morgan 

Miss  Billie  Jo  Ashley 
Nonna  Jean  Wikull 
Mr.  &.  Mrs  Byron  Pools  B>  B 
K\  le 

Mr.  A:  Mrs.  Byron  Pools  B\  B 
Kyle 

Mr.  Walter  “Short)*'  \V.  Moss 

Mr.  A:  Mrs.  James  May 
Mrs.  Jean  C.  Holshue 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Stephen  Heaeock 
I.on/o  Myers 
Mrs.  George  L  Evans  Jr. 
Benjamin  Naron 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clarion  Tavernier 
John  Farit*  Netherland 
Medical  Or  Clinic  Physicians- 
Cardiology 

W  Florida  Medical  Ctr  Clinic. 
Phys  A  Staff 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Norman  katool 
Mr.  James  G.  Stolhanske 
Ms.  Marcia  K.  Lucas 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Rick  C'iordia 
Ms.  Julie  Marks  Jones 
Mr.  R.  B.  Nowell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Toni  E.  Burrage  Sr. 
Robert  Oberst 
Mrs.  Bill  Wilson 
(Rita I  Sister  of  Karen  Palmert 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  T.  Ballard 
Pete  Parker 

Ms.  Margaret  H.  Durham 
Leslie  Hannah  Parnell 
Ms.  Barbara  Goodman 
Mrs.  Beatrice  Penn 
Ms.  Nancy  Nassar 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Garvin  Knight 
Emma  Lee  Pennington 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elvis  L.  Graves 
John  Walter  Pettigrew 
Richard's  Front  Wheel  Drive  A 
Supply 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Denson 
John  Pinkard 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Peyton  Pittman 
Billy  Ray.  D.J.  A  Brad  Adams 
Mrs.  Jewel  Segars 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Platt 
Ms.  Joyce  C.  Aycock 
Mr.  James  C.  Polk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herman  Kummelman 
Mrs.  Irma  Hicks 
Mrs.  Irene  P.  Speights  A 
Family 

Joy  Choir.  Alta  Woods  BC- 
Jackson 

Bob  A  Betty  Mae  Buckley 
Ms.  Melinda  Askew  Walsh 
Mrs.  Jewell  Smith  A  Family 
Mr.  Douglas  Manton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  M. 

Dockery  III 
C.  D.  Pollan 
Mrs.  Royce  R.  Thompson 
Mr.  Fleming  Poole 
Galilee  BC- Active  Deacons 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Causey  A  Family 
Ms.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Mr.  Richard  Pounds 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Gardner 
Mrs.  Nannie  Mae  Pugh 
Beverly  ('order 
Harry  Neal,  Wee/ie.  Emily  A 
Brooks  Cordcr 

Gleaners  SSC.  Bay  Springs  BC 

Mrs.  Louis  Putt 
Dorcas  SSC.  FBC-Lotiisville 
Mrs.  Robert  Putt 
Miss  Connie  Jackson 
Thomas  (».  Ramey 
Ms.  Mignonne  Maxwell 
(  had  Raw  son 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 


THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW 

,  child. 


The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 

is  offering  you  the  opportunity  to  purchase 

“ Memorable  Meals” 

A  cookbook  celebrating  our  100th  year  in  childcare. 

Make  checks  payable  to:  The  Baptist  Children's  Village 

P.  O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 


Name 


P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 


Address 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


Telephone 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

Mrs.  Josie  Luster 
Ruby  Hales 
Kathy  Montgomery 
Mrs.  Dolly  Maloney 
Mr.  David  Singleton 
Margie  Manasco 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  W.  Armstrong 
Daved  Lee  Manley 
Mr.  Wayne  Box 
Mrs.  Geraldine  Manning 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  F.  Sigrcst 
Mr.  Causey  Mathis 
Ms.  Winnie  Carlisle  &  Family 
Mrs.  Trudie  Mayers 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 
Rev.  Clarence  Mayo 
Ms.  Barbara  L.  Mayo 
Mike  McAlum 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Frank  J  Pajerski 
Gertrude  McCully 
The  Pele  McCully  Family 
Marcus  Lee  McDaniel 
Mr.  &  Mrs  G.  M  Anglin 
Rev.  Edward  E.  McDill 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  London  R  Brown 
Annie  McKIveen 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Robert  V.  Nash  Jr. 
Mrs.  Annie  (  .  Honea  McKIveen 
Mrs.  Inn  Mac  Honea  &  Family 
Mr.  Gordon  McFerrin 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  H  Brewer 
Neil  McGaughey 
Prentiss  Public  Library 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lloyd  Livingston 
Ms.  Maggie  L.  Mahalley 
Mr.  Richard  McGehce 
Mr.  Mike  Daughdnll 
Howard  McGraw 
Mr.  St  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Mr.  Carl  A.  Mdntire.  Jr. 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  How  ard  T. 
Scarborough 
William  McKinnon 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Hugh  F.  Slum 
Doris  G.  McLendon 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  S.  Benson 
Harold  McMinn 
Mrs.  Grace  B  McMinn 
Robert  Conner  (Bobby  I  McNeel 
Jimmie  &  Doris  M.  Hamilton 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Elvis  L.  Graves 
Mrs.  Ralph  G.  Capcrton 
Steven  Jerome  Meaders 
Mr.  &  Mrs,  William  L.  Butler 
Hubert  A.  Melton 
Gracber  Brothers.  Inc. 

J.  J.  Meyers 
Mrs.  Essie  Mae  Meyers 
Mrs.  Elisabeth  Moore 
Liberty  BC  Adult  Choir 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  T.  F.  Badon 


Quantity  Ordered 


Cost  is  $5  plus  $1 .95  shipping  and  handling 
e-mail:  bcv1@misnet.com 


Mrs.  Eva  Saunders 
Mrs  R  H.  Millis 
Martha  T.  Seller 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Newman 

Bob  Shell 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Philip  H.  West 
Miss  Gwen  Shelton 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  James  F.  Smith 
Mrs.  Dot  Whinen.  Judy  &  Vickie 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Larry  Tucker 
Mrs.  Shows 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  B.  R.  Tay  lor 
George  Siebert 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Haughey  D. 
Wallace  Jr. 

Mary  E.  Simpson 
Graeher  Brothers.  Inc. 

Gilbert  Smith 
Graeher  Brothers.  Inc. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Smith 
Mr  Richard  C.  Bryan  Jr. 

Mrs.  Iva  Dell  P.  Smith 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Danny  While 
Mrs.  Tom  R  ice 
Nettie  &  Bryan  Smith 
Miss  Sarah  Marie  Smith 
Thomas  Wilson  Smith 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Frank  O 
Crosthwait  Jr. 

Mr.  Otis  Spillman 
Mr.  Sc  Vlrs,  Willie  B.  Badon 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  T.  F.  Badon 
Mrs.  Joseph  Sprinkle 
Mr.  Si  Mrs  Robert  N.  Grantham 
Perry  B.  Stanley 
Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Hendrix 


Mr.  B.  J.  Stark 

Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Jaggars 
Thomas  Grady  Stephenson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gus  Evans 
Mr.  Elmer  E.  Tanner 
Mrs.  Sadie  Ruth  A.  Scott 
Argent  Tay  lor 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Robert  T.  Smith 
Doris  &  Yardaman  Taylor 
Miss  Sarah  Marie  Smith 
Mrs.  Christine  Eva  Tay  lor 
Misters  Harry  &  Jimmy  Stout 
Morgan  Thomas 
Ms.  Margaret  Prescott 
Mr.  R.  ().  Thomas 
Mrs.  M  R.  Pettey 
Mrs.  John  D.  (Olliel  Thomas 
Mrs.  Sarah  D.  Fowler 
Finn  Thornton 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  J  inn  Thornton 
Ms.  Carolyn  W.  Ellard 
Mr.  Andrew  Truelove 
Dr.  Leslie  H.  Hubbard 
Dr.  Philip  C.  Hubbard 
Mr.  Charlie  I  pchurch 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  Tucker 
Mrs.  Margaret  Ruth  Simmons 
Vance 

Ms  Martha  H.  Campbell 
Misters  Harry  &  Jimmy  Stout 
Mr.  Leon  E.  Lew  is  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  A.  Yarbrough 

Mike  YY’actor 
Alan  Si  Angie  Freeman 
Trent  &  Alicia  Freeman 

Mrs.  Clara  Wade 
Graeher  Brothers,  Inc. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Truett  T.  Helms 
Mrs.  Mahle  Walker 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  S.  W'amer 
Phcha  Baptist  Church 
Minnie  Jo  Hill 
Kim  Overton 
Sandra  Wiesner 
Grace  Walters 
Ms.  Carrie  Kimbrough 
Mrs.  Mamie  Walters 
Rev.  Si  Mrs.  Bobby  Warren 
Willie  Waltman 
Ms.  Rosemary  Brame 
Joe  C.  Ward 
Bill  Si  Dcena  Barbee 
Quinton  Ware 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Jimmy  Bynum 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  John  Cook 
Mrs.  Bobbie  Gardner 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Robert  Pace 


Rev.  Sc  Mrs.  Harold  Harris 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Jimmy  Rogers 
Mr.  Alton  W'ascom 
Mrs.  Ina  Mae  Honea  Si  Family 
Mr.  Merrimen  Watkins 
Robert  &  Mary  E.  Connor 
Mrs.  Gave  G.  Watkins 
Misters  Harry  &  Jimmy  Stout 
Mr.  Jack  Watson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Laity  E.  Stephens 
Webster  M.  Watson 
Mrs.  Marsha  Kenneth 
Rosa  Weaver 
Mrs.  Nellie  L.  Wilkie 
Oscar  Weed 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Joe  Rogers 
Mrs.  Kathleen  Welch 
Graeber  Brothers.  Inc. 

Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Douglas  Whitehead 
Tommy  YY  hatley 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dicky  Taylor 
Clara  F.  YY  ilder 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Skee  Jr. 

Ylark  Ralph  YYilliams 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ralph  P.  Williams 
Ylildred  YYilliams 
Mrs.  George  L.  Evans  Jr. 

Ylr.  Glenn  YYilliams 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 
Ylrs.  Trudy  Williams 
Riverside  Baptist  Church 
YYilliam  P.  YYilliams 
Children  of  Aunt  Quecme 
Clark 

Mr.  Bill  Wilson 

Mr.  Si  Mrs  Reeve  <i.  Jacobus 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lam  YY  Creel 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Larry  E.  Stephens 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  James  YY'ilkinson 

William  C.  Wilson 

Dr.  Si  Mrs.  Fred  E.  Tatum 

Ylr.  Joe  Wise 

Mr.  Si  Mrs.  William  E.  Hathom 
Si  Chuck.  Courtney.  Carla  &  Will 

Mrs.  Charles  Woodruff 

Mr.  Si  Mrs.  D.  R.  Pinnix 
Leslie  W  right 
Ms.  Pcnnie  S.  Dempscv 
Rose  Wright 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Oswalt 
Roy  Wynne 

Mrs.  George  L.  Evans  Jr. 

Flora  Yeurby 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Curtis  Young 
Karen  M.  Johnson 
William  P.  Young 

Ms.  Mary  Y.  Womack 


Pheba  Baptist  Church 
Michael  Rhew 
Ms.  (jWv  N.  Dees 
Ms,  Gvren  P.  Henshaw 

Mrs.  Barnara  Kaye  Crosby 
Robbins  / 

Class  or  1965.  Forest  High 
School 

Mr.  Si  Mrs.  James  May 
Mrs.  Bill  Wilson 
Juanita  W.  Roberts 
BLE  Lodge  450 
Nora  Ylae  Roberts 
Mr.  Gordie  Whittington 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Robed  R  Waymire 
Ylrs.  Charles  Rode 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Curiis  A.  Buchanan 
Louise  Rodes 
Ms.  Rosemary  Brume 
Mrs.  Bernadine  Rogers 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  R.  H.  Grenn  Jr. 
Ylrs.  Rufus  Rogers 
Hugh  Duckworth 
Mr.  W.  C.  Duckworth 
Y  incie  Rollins 
Concord  Baptist  Church 
Ylrs.  Bernice  Rutland 
Ylr  &  Mrs  John  O.  Watkins 
Mr.  Hugh  [Juckwonh 
Jeanne  Sadin 
Mrs.  Ofie  Ryals 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Glen  Wood  Salley 
Mr.  Si  Mrs  Landrum  Sallcv 


Cleveland  James 

Ms.  Patricia  Marshall 
Ruthie  Jennings 

Graeber  Brothers,  Inc. 

Mrs.  Mahala  C.  Jernigan 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  W.  A.  Thomas 
Cedall  Jones 
Gracber  Brothers.  Inc. 

L.  W.  Jordan.  Jr. 

Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Ylary  Evelyn  Taylor  Kemp 
Families  of  Sam  Kemp  &  Mary 
Nell  Kuhlo 
Sally  Love  Kennedy 
Faith  SSC.  FBC-Indianola 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  John  C.  Webb 
Mr  Sc  Mrs.  Jim  N.  A/lin 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  John  Daniels 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Rodney  Edwards 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Kenny  Fratesi 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Chester  G. 
McWhorter 

Mr.  Si  Mrs.  V.  L.  Sandifer 

Rachel  Killcn 
Mrs.  Janeiro  L.  Cranage 
Dr.  (  harlcs  R.  King 
Mr  lames  W.  Kitchens 
Robert  &  Mary'  E.  Connor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Mr.  \  Mrs.  Douglas  Slay 
Spring  Hill  Baplisl  Church 
Edith  N.  Brunt  King 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Ylargaret  Knighl 
Lois’  SSC.  Mt.  Moriah  BC- 
Bogue  Chitto 
Miss  Eva  Knight 
Mrs.  Helen  G.  Cade 
Micah  Serge  I.aKerge 
Dr  Sc  Mrs.  Reggie  H.  Broom 
Mrs.  C  arlin  Lack 
Fidelis  SSC,  FBC-Cryslal 
Springs 
Kills  l.ance 
Graeber  Brothers.  Inc. 

Mr.  Hal  Land 
Mr  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  Thomas 
Mr.  Sammy  Lane 
Miss  Mary  Alice  Jolly 
Mrs.  Jessie  Lee 
Morgan  Chapel  BC 
Dr.  Archie  I.orance 
Mrs.  Felicia  Jacobson 
Avis  Ward  l.undy 
Ms.  Kay  S.  McPherson 


New  name  slated  for  Baptist  men's  work 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  The  North 
American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  has 
announced  a  new  name  and  structure  for 
its  mission  education  organization  for  men, 
completing  the  reorganization  of  ministry 
and  mission  education  among  men  in 
Southern  Baptist  churches. 

The  new  organization  is  being  called 
Baptist  Men  On  Mission,  with  the 
quarterly  curriculum  and 
video  package  "Missions 
in  Motion"  as  its  pri- 
mary  component. 
■  "It  gives 
V  men  the 

opportunity 
to  create  a  unit 
so  that  they  can 
become  better  equipped 
to  live  an  on-mission 
lifestyle,"  said  Rob  Carr, 
^  interim  strategist  of  adult  mission  edu¬ 
cation  for  NAMB. 

Also  part  of  the  change  is  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  Baptist  Men  On  Mission  Week, 
planned  for  Jan.  23-30,  2000,  as  a  replace¬ 


become  activated  in  missions.  An  overseas 
missions  trip,  for  instance,  might  be  con¬ 
sidered  too  difficult.  "Sometimes  men  will 
use  that  as  an  excuse  to  say,  'Well,  I  won't 
get  involved.'  Thev  think  if  you're  going  to 
do  missions  you  have  to  do  it  'over  there."' 

While  the  Missions  in  Motion  studies 
will  show  men  what  steps  need  to  be  taken 
for  major  overseas  mission  trips,  they  will 
also  present  other  opportunities  requiring 
less  effort.  And  as  men  become  involved  in 
smaller  commitments,  their  experience  in 
seeing  God  working  through  them  often 
leads  them  to  tackle  the  more  difficult  pro¬ 
jects,  Carr  said. 

Carr  noted  that  with  the  myriad  resources 
available  for  men.  Baptist  Men  On  Mission 
materials  can  be  used  as  part  of  a  larger 
emphasis  for  men  —  possibly  combined 
witn  men's  ministry  resources  from  Lifeway 
Christian  Resources  or  Promise  Keepers. 

"Missions  in  Motion  can  also  be  used  as 
a  mission  education  emphasis  within  other 
men's  groups  that  are  already  formed,  but 
thev  are  looking  for  an  additional  element 
to  their  meeting  time  or  gathering,"  he  said. 


ment  for  the  annual  Baptist  Men's  Day 
observance.  The  weeklong  emphasis  — 
involving  prayer,  learning,  worship,  and 
ministrv  —  is  "an  opportunity  for  involving 
men  in  reaching  the  lost  in  their  families, 
their  communities,  and  beyond,"  Carr  said. 

The  overall  emphasis  mirrors  NAMB's 
new  mission  education  strategy1  of  helping 
Southern  Baptists  become  ^on-mission" 
Christians:  awakening  them  to  their  need  of 
seeing  people  come  to  Christ;  adjusting  their 
lives  to  make  that  personal  involvement  pos¬ 
sible;  activating  in  whatever  way  God  has 
uniquely  equipped  them;  and  advocating 
the  Aon  mission  '  lifesty  le  among  others. 

"If  the  intention  of  Baptist  Men  On 
Mission  is  to  help  men  become  skilled  at 
being  on  mission,  then  Missions  in  Motion 
is  the  resource  piece  that  will  help  them 
develop  on-mission  principles,  help  devel¬ 
op  strategies  for  being  on  mission,  and  to 
help  them  acquire  the  abilities  and  skills 
thev  will  need,"  Carr  said. 

Baptist  Men  On  Mission  will  help  men 
as  they  become  awakened,  for  instance,  to 
see  exactly  what  is  required  for  them  to 


ON  MISSIONT 


SBC  leaders  reiterate  commitment  to  YouthLink 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
With  YouthLink  2000  registra¬ 
tion  appearing  to  gain  momen¬ 
tum  with  an  increase  of  more 
than  3,000  between  Oct.  29  and 
Nov.  5,  executives  of  the  four 
sponsoring  agencies  reaffirmed 
their  commitment  to  the  Dec. 
29-31  event  slated  for  seven 
locations  throughout  the 
United  States. 

The  Nov.  3  registration  total 
of  43,763  from  41  states  and 
three  foreign  countries  repre¬ 
sents  a  gain  of  3,066  since  Oct. 
29.  Planners  also  reported  a  sig¬ 
nificant  increase  in  phone  calls 
to  the  site  offices  and  toll-free 
information  number. 

YouthLink  2000  will  take 
place  in  Anaheim,  Calif.;  Atlanta, 
Ga.;  Denver,  Colo.;  Houston, 
Texas;  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  St. 
Louis,  Mo.;  and  Tampa,  Fla.;  In 
addition  to  activities  at  each  loca¬ 
tion,  the  sites  will  be  linked  by 
satellite  for  special  features.  Also, 
there  will  be  live  satellite  feeds 
from  the  Holy  Land  several 
times  during  the  conference. 

Dean  Finley,  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB),  and  Richard  Ross, 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
are  co-chairing  the  event  which 
is  sponsored  by  NAMB, 
Lifeway,  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB),  and  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU). 
More  than  1,000  leaders  from 
SBC  agencies,  state  conventions 
and  churches  are  involved  in 
YouthLink  planning. 

Registration  by  site,  also  as 
of  Nov.  5,  was:  Anaheim,  3,800; 
Atlanta,  13,488;  Denver,  1,911; 
Houston,  9,081;  Philadelphia, 
1,507;  St.  Louis,  8,903;  and 
Tampa,  5,073. 

The  four  leaders  of  the  spon¬ 
soring  organizations  empha¬ 
sized  the  significance  of 
YouthLink  2000  in  allowing 
young  people  to  hear  ana 
respond  to  God's  call  to  min¬ 
istry  and  missions  and  chal¬ 
lenging  them  to  a  lifestyle  of 
Christian  service. 


that  thousands  more 

teenagers  and  their  parents  will 
make  plans  to  attend 
YouthLink  2000  in  the  coming 
weeks.  We  consider  this  once- 
in-a-lifetime  event  an  invest¬ 
ment  in  the  future  of  our 
denomination  and  the  world. 
Who  can  imagine  what  God 
can  do  in  the  lives  of  these 
young  people  gathered  simul¬ 
taneously  to  focus  their  atten¬ 
tion  on  him.  Let  us  all  pray  that 
God  will  do  a  migntv,  life¬ 
changing  work  through 
YouthLink  2000." 

Information  about 

YouthLink  2000  is  available  by 
calling  1  -888-YOUTH LK  or  vis¬ 
iting  the  Web  site  at 
w  w  w.  y  outhl  i  n  k2000.org.  To 
register,  call  1(800)  254-2022. 


Bibliocipher 


X  ND  FYV  A|Z  )Q  NWH 
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IQ  FYV  CXKXIA 


Mouvr.  PhD. 
ff  Counseling 
Me  Jackson 


DNFFYVL  FLVIFR-FLJ 


FYXHFR-FLJ 


Mu  parents  are  always  fight¬ 
ing.  I'm  the  oldest  of  three  chil¬ 
dren  and  it  hurts  me  to  see  this.  1 
don't  know  what  to  say  when  my 
younger  brother  and  sister  ask  nie 
to  explain. 


siblings.  Pray  for  Jesus  to  help  sionally,  spiritually,  emotion, 
your  parents  deal  with  their  ly,  financially,  as  a  family,  et( 
difficulties.  Look  for  wavs  to  ♦  Do  we  nave  fun  togethe 
encourage  them  when  things  Do  we  laugh  together,  pi 
are  going  well.  Stay  involved  together,  and  enioy  simil 
with  others  and  make  sure  you  interests  and  hobbies?  Are  \ 
have  good  friends  with  whom  more  similar  than  different 
Parents,  like  children,  some-  you  can  laugh  and  pray,  and  can  we  appreciate  each  othei 
times  do  not  get  along.  Think  who  will  be  there  when  you  differences? 
of  some  of  the  arguments  you  are  lonely  and  afraid.  '  ♦  Does  he  really  listen  wh 

and  your  siblings  have  had.  I  talk?  Communication  is  t 

What  >vere  the  reasons?  key  to  a  successful  relationshi 

Sometimes  it's  caused  by  too  /  am  age  25  and  pregnant.  My  These  are  only  beginnii 
many  things  coming  at  us  at  boyfriend  wants  to  marry  me,  but  points.  If  you  do  not  love  hii 
one  time;  other  times  it  is  I'm  not  sure  that  I  really  love  him.  ask  yourself  what  love  loo 
because  of  lack  of  sleep  or  not  like  and  how  to  recognize 

feeling  well.  You  are  not  going  Some  ideas  to  consider  as  when  you  run  into  it.  Pr 
to  be  able  to  stop  your  parents  you  contemplate  marriage:  about  these  things  and  se 

from  fighting.  Find  a  time  ♦  Do  we  have  the  same  the  Lord's  guidance.  Talk  wi 

when  things  are  peaceful  and  goals  and  values  for  our  lives  your  pastor  or  a  Christi. 
your  parents  are  together,  and  in  a  marriage?  Are  we  both  counselor  about  what  yo 
let  them  know  how  the  fight-  going  down  the  same  road?  next  steps  should  be  to  e 
ing  is  hurting  you  and  your  What  are  our  goals  —  profes-  your  life  in  order. 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  Life  Answers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record.  PO.  Box  530.  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief. 

Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  " - '  - -  *  * 


Clue:  A  =  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Malachi  Two:  Nine. 


time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 
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